Pentecost 8B, Proper 11

Sunday Morning Worship
We gather

You who once were far off
have been brought near by the blood of Christ.
He is our peace;
in his flesh he has broken down the dividing wall.  (Eph 2:13,14 NRSV alt)
We begin in God’s name

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

We sing LHS 17 Come thou long-expected Jesus OR Come Thou Long Expected Jesus - Meredith Andrews
We lay down our sins and burdens before God

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other.

We confess to you, almighty God,

before the whole company of heaven,

and to each other,

that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed,

by our own fault.

Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake,

forgive us all our sins,

and bring us to eternal life. Amen.
-Silent confession-
May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins.

Amen.

Restore us again, O God our Saviour.

Do not be angry with us any longer.

We pray Psalm 23
The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing.
    He makes me lie down in green pastures,
he leads me beside quiet waters,
    he refreshes my soul.
He guides me along the right paths
    for his name’s sake.
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. (Ps 23:1a NIV)


Even though I walk
    through the darkest valley,
I will fear no evil,
    for you are with me;
your rod and your staff,
    they comfort me.
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 

You prepare a table before me
    in the presence of my enemies.
You anoint my head with oil;
    my cup overflows.
Surely your goodness and love will follow me
    all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord
    for ever.
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.
We sing LHS 248 Christ is made the sure foundation OR The Love of the Father - CityAlight 
We pray the prayer of the day
The Lord be with you

And also with you

Let us pray for the spread of the gospel. [silence]
Almighty and merciful God,
you have made your loving purpose known to us
through the good news of your salvation in Christ.
Make us faithful witnesses to the truth,
so that those who hear may believe
and be united with all the saints in glory.
We ask this through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

God speaks to us

Old Testament Reading: Jeremiah 23:1-6 The Lord will gather his people
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Epistle Reading: Ephesians 2:11-22 We are all one in Christ
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Gospel: Mark 6:30-34,53-56 Jesus has compassion on the crowd
This is the Gospel of the Lord

Praise be to you O Christ

We confess our faith- The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day he rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven,

and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty,

from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic* church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen
*or: Christian; 'catholic' here means 'universal'

We dwell in the word
[Sermon]
We sing an offering song – LHS 162 In Jesus I find peace and rest OR Shepherd - CityAlight
We thank God for his gifts
Thank you, Lord God,
that you have called us into the flock of Jesus.
Make us like our good Shepherd,
so that we have compassion on people,
helping them in their needs
and leading them to Jesus.
Use us and our possessions
in your service.
Amen. 
We pray for the church, for ourselves and the world
Our God cares for his people and sends shepherds to feed, protect, guide, and nurture them. Our good Shepherd Jesus Christ knows each of us by name. Let us pray to our Shepherd who is always with us.

Thank you Lord Jesus, our good shepherd, for calling us into your flock.  Have compassion on your people and purify the teaching of your church.  Remove the poison of cultural accommodation and expediency.  Expose our error, forgive us and bring us to repentance and renewal.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer
Sanctify Bishop John Henderson and District Bishop (insert name) as they shepherd your flock in this church.  Have compassion on all our pastors.  Lead them to drink deeply of your water of life each day, and give them the courage to speak your word truly.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer
Have compassion on our brothers and sisters in other Christian churches at this time.  Remove the error that divides us.  Direct our discussions and decisions about cooperation and strengthen our love for one another.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer
We pray for all who rule and govern, that they may be fair and compassionate shepherds of their people.  Have compassion on this land and send rain where it is needed.  Prosper all proper work and learning, and bless the teachers and children in our schools.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Have mercy on all who are in need, dear Lord, and shepherd them.  Bring peace where there is trouble, food where there is hunger, hope where there is despair.  And soften our hearts to have compassion and help where we can.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer
Good Shepherd, support each of us here in our daily lives.  Give us strength and skill for our work, love for our families, righteousness in our thinking and doing.  

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer
Have compassion on all who are sick or stressed - heal and restore them, and give them confidence in you.  And meet the needs of others we know personally to be in need and whom we now name silently in our hearts... (brief silence)
Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer
Merciful God, as your Son heard the cries of the people for him to heal them, hear our prayers according to your grace so that your glory may be known throughout the world. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
We pray the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

Your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

God blesses us

Go in peace as fellow members of God’s family.
Thanks be to God.
And the Lord bless us and keep us.
The Lord make his face shine on us and be gracious to us.
The Lord look upon us with favour and give us peace.
Amen.
We sing the closing song – LHS 733 Daughter of Zion O rejoice OR Sing and Shout - Matt Redman 
