Sunday Morning Worship
We gather

At midnight there comes a shout:
Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!  
(cf Matt 25:6 NRSV) 
We begin in God’s name

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

We sing LHB 454 You servants of God your Master proclaim OR We are waiting - All Sons and Daughters
We lay down our sins and burdens before God

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other.

We confess to you, almighty God,

before the whole company of heaven,

and to each other,

that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed,

by our own fault.

Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake,

forgive us all our sins,

and bring us to eternal life. Amen.
-Silent confession-
May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins.

Amen.

Restore us again, O God our Saviour.

Do not be angry with us any longer.

We pray Psalm 70
Hasten, O God, to save me;
    come quickly, Lord, to help me.
Be pleased, O God, to deliver me. 

O Lord, make haste to help me! 

May those who want to take my life
    be put to shame and confusion;
may all who desire my ruin
    be turned back in disgrace.
May those who say to me, “Aha! Aha!”
    turn back because of their shame.
But may all who seek you
    rejoice and be glad in you;
may those who long for your saving help always say,
    “The Lord is great!”
Be pleased, O God, to deliver me. 

O Lord, make haste to help me! 

But as for me, I am poor and needy;
    come quickly to me, O God.
You are my help and my deliverer;
    Lord, do not delay
Be pleased, O God, to deliver me. 

O Lord, make haste to help me! 

We sing LHB 103 I know that my Redeemer lives OR We Declare - Emu Music
We pray the prayer of the day
The Lord be with you

And also with you

Let us pray for faithfulness until Christ’s return. [silence]
Awaken us, Lord,
so that when your Son comes
we may be ready to receive him with joy
and serve you with clean hearts.
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
God speaks to us

Old Testament Reading: Amos 5:18-24 The day of the Lord
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Epistle Reading: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 Questions about the Lord’s coming
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Gospel: Matthew 25:1-13 Parable of the wise and foolish girls
This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Thank you, Lord Jesus,
for promising to return as the heavenly bridegroom.
Make us always watchful and ready.
Amen.
We confess our faith- The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day he rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven,

and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty,

from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic* church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen
*or: Christian; 'catholic' here means 'universal'

We dwell in the word
[Sermon]
We sing LHB 164 Love divine all loves excelling OR We Belong To The Day - Emu Music
We thank God for his gifts
Thank you, Lord, for all your gifts,
and for giving us the privilege of serving you.
Help us to be alert and ready for your coming,
serving you faithfully and doing your will.
Amen.
We pray for the church, for ourselves and the world
The days of this old world are quickly running out, and our Lord calls us to remain alert in prayer.  Therefore let us pay for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs.  

Heavenly Father: thank you for bringing about a new creation through you Son, Jesus Christ.  And thank you for giving us a place in your new world by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Keep us and all your people awake to the temptations of unbelief, and supply us with faith.

Lord, in your mercy…hear our prayer.

Bless all pastors and evangelists.  Bring fruitful growth to the word they sow.  Guide our bishops (insert names) as they oversee our church.  Keep us and all your people awake to error and division, and supply us with unity in the truth and with love for one another.

Lord, in your mercy…hear our prayer.

Let your Spirit guide us today and in the week ahead as we go about our daily lives.  Thank you for the many blessings you have showered upon us, and give us confidence as we look ahead.  Keep us and all your people awake to skepticism and confusion, and supply us with listening hearts and sound judgment.

Lord, in your mercy…hear our prayer.

Supply the people of this world with all they need for healthy life.  Bless all people in legitimate daily work.  Keep us and all your people awake to true and honest service in the world, and supply us with people to receive our witness to Christ.

Lord, in your mercy…hear our prayer.

Thank you for those in our armed forces, past and present.  And thank you for the peace we have enjoyed for so long.  Restrain the hand of evil and destruction in the world.  Direct our Prime Minister and other government leaders in their response to violence and terror.  Keep us and all your people awake to our duties as citizens and neighbours, and supply us with clarity in distinguishing law and gospel.

Lord, in your mercy…hear our prayer.

Have mercy, Lord, on the sick and bereaved, and on all who are in despair.  Help us to see and respond to the needs of others, and supply us with compassion for those who suffer, including those we know personally to be in want, and whom we now name silently in our hearts... (brief silence).

Lord, in your mercy…hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, when we are tired, give us strength; when we are careless, make us alert; and when we feel like giving up, fill us with the hope of the day your Son will be revealed in glory.  So hear the prayers we pray in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

We pray the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

Your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

God blesses us

Go in peace, watching and waiting for the Lord’s coming.
Thanks be to God.  
And the Lord bless us and keep us.
The Lord make his face shine on us and be gracious to us.
The Lord look upon us with favour and give us peace.
Amen.
We sing the closing song LHB 487 Wake awake for night is flying OR AT  85 Give me oil in my lamp OR Keep Me Burning - Josh Baldwin, Bethel Music
