Ascension Service Order
We gather

God raised Christ from the dead, Alleluia!
and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places. Alleluia!
(Eph 1:20 NRSV)
We begin in God’s name

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

We sing LHB 106 Since Christ is gone to heaven his home OR Rejoice The Lord Is King - Emu Music
We lay down our sins and burdens before God

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other.

We confess to you, almighty God,

before the whole company of heaven,

and to each other,

that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed,

by our own fault.

Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake,

forgive us all our sins,

and bring us to eternal life. Amen.
-Silent confession-
May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins.

Amen.

We pray Psalm 47
Clap your hands, all you nations;
    shout to God with cries of joy.
God has gone up with a shout.  (Ps 47:5 NRSV)

For the Lord Most High is awesome,
    the great King over all the earth.
He subdued nations under us,
    peoples under our feet.
He chose our inheritance for us,
    the pride of Jacob, whom he loved.
God has gone up with a shout.  
God has ascended amid shouts of joy,
    the Lord amid the sounding of trumpets.
Sing praises to God, sing praises;
    sing praises to our King, sing praises.
For God is the King of all the earth;
    sing to him a psalm of praise.
God has gone up with a shout.  

God reigns over the nations;
    God is seated on his holy throne.
The nobles of the nations assemble
    as the people of the God of Abraham,
for the kings of the earth belong to God;
    he is greatly exalted.
God has gone up with a shout.  

We sing LHB 111 Hail the day that see him rise OR  Lord I Lift Your Name on High | Maranatha! Music
We pray the prayer of the day
The Lord be with you

And also with you

Let us pray
Almighty God, 
we believe in your Son, our Lord, 
who ascended into heaven. 
Lead us also to ascend there in heart and mind, 
and take us to live with him forever. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.
God speaks to us

The First Reading: Acts 1:1-11
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

The Second Reading: Ephesians 1:15-23
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Gospel: Luke 24:44-53
This is the Gospel of the Lord

Praise be to you O Christ

We confess our faith- The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day he rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven,

and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty,

from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic* church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen
*or: Christian; 'catholic' here means 'universal'

We dwell in the word
[Sermon]
We sing LHB 169 The head that once was crowned OR Crown Him (Majesty) - Chris Tomlin
We thank God for his gifts
Living God, your Son Jesus Christ

at his ascension gave gifts to his church.

Lead us, as members of his body on earth,

to use the gifts we have received

to do your will. 

Amen.
An Ascension Litany
Lord, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

O Christ, hear us.

O Christ, graciously hear us.

Jesus, King of glory, your disciples saw you ascend into heaven:

Have mercy on us.

You are seated in glory at the right hand of the Father:

Have mercy on us.

All power in heaven and earth has been given to you, and you rule forever:

Have mercy on us.

You are adored by all God's angels:

Have mercy on us.

You have opened the kingdom of God to all who believe:

Have mercy on us.

You are able to save completely those who come to God through you:

Have mercy on us.

You promise to give whatever we ask in your name:

Have mercy on us.

You are present through your body and blood in the sacrament of the altar:

Have mercy on us.

You have gone to prepare a place for us:

Have mercy on us.

You will come again in glory to judge the living and dead:

Have mercy on us.

You will take us to yourself, so that where you are, there we may be also:

Have mercy on us.

By your glorious resurrection and ascension,

save us, good Lord.

By your all-powerful intercession,

save us, good Lord.

By your triumphant majesty and power,

save us, good Lord.

That we who have risen with you may set our minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth;

hear us, good Lord.

That we may be holy and without blame before you in love;

hear us, good Lord.

That we may keep your commandments and remain in your love;

hear us, good Lord.

That you would remain with us through the power of the Comforter;

hear us, good Lord.

That we may have peace in you;

hear us, good Lord.

That you would pour out your Holy Spirit on your church:

hear us, good Lord.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:

Have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:

Have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:

Give us your peace.
Risen and ascended Lord Jesus Christ, we know that you are seated at the right hand of the Father in majesty. Send us your Holy Spirit, so that we may also be strengthened to know your constant presence with us according to your promise to remain with us until the end of the age. We ask this in your name, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.
We pray the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

Your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

God blesses us

May Christ our exalted king
pour on you his abundant gifts
and bring you to reign with him in glory; . . .

Go in peace, to witness in the power of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
We sing LHB 528 Christ whose glory fills the skies OR No Love Is Higher - Emu Youth
