GOOD NEWS FROM HEAVEN
Order of Service for Christmas Eve

LUTHER'S CHRISTMAS CAROL: From Heaven Above
The song of the angels to the shepherds was the first song of Christmas. Ever since then, many beautiful carols have been written and sung telling the good news about which the angels sang. Martin Luther also has given the Christian Church one of its favourite Christmas hymns: "From Heaven Above to Earth I Come".

Luther wrote this hymn for his children at Christmas time in 1534. They were just old enough to sing it. Some believe that he intended the hymn as a miniature Christmas pageant in his home, with an "angel" singing stanzas 1-5, individual children 7-14, and stanzas 6 and 15 by the whole group.

Luther patterned the first verse after a pre-Reformation secular folk song, a singing game popular with the young people in Luther's time, which began with the lines:

Good news from far abroad I bring, 
Glad tidings for you all I sing.
I bring so much you'd like to know,
Much more than I shall tell you though.

After this verse the singer would propose a riddle to one of the girls, and unless she could solve it, she had to give him her wreath.

Originally, Luther seems to have used the melody of this folk song for the carol. But as it came to be used by congregations in their services, he composed his own music in 1539, the majestic, joyful chorale which so beautifully fits the words.

GOOD NEWS FROM HEAVEN

PROCESSIONAL HYMN: Angels from the Realms of Glory
Tune: Chi Rho Carol Book #35
1. Angels from the realms of glory, 
Wing your flight o'er all the earth; 
You who sang creation's story, 
Now proclaim Messiah's birth:
Gloria in excelsis  Deo, 
Gloria in excelsis  Deo.

2. Shepherds in the fields abiding, 
Watching o'er your flocks by night, 
God with man is now residing, 
Yonder shines the infant light:

3. Sages, leave your contemplations, 
Brighter visions beam afar;
Seek the great desire of nations;
You have seen his natal star:

4. Saints, before the altar bending, 
Watching long in hope and fear, 
Suddenly the Lord, descending, 
In his temple shall appear:

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen.

P: The Lord has come and brought us good news of peace.
C: Through him we come in the one Spirit into the presence of the Father.

P: The Lord has come and brought us joy.
C: We rejoice in the Lord with a great and glorious joy.

P: The Lord has come and brought us life.
C: Through him we have life with God, life in all its fullness.
RECITATION: (by children)

1. To Jesus, God's own Son, 
Our songs of praise we sing; 
With happy heart and voice 
We worship Christ our King.

2. He is the Prince of Peace, 
For every girl and boy. 
He came to save us all.
And fill our hearts with joy.

3. We praise the Lord of Life, 
Who makes us sons of God.
With joy we celebrate
The birth of Christ our Lord.

SCRIPTURE LESSON: Galatians 4:4-7

PRAYER: (unison)
Lord God, heavenly Father, we praise you for sending your Son to redeem us, so that we might become your people. Grant us joy at his coming and the peace which he offers. Bring us at last to eternal life, through Jesus Christ, your only Son, our Lord, who lives and rules with you and the Holy Spirit, one God forever. Amen.

CAROL: God Rest You Merry Gentlemen (Chi Rho #23) 

children
1. God rest you merry gentlemen,
Let nothing you dismay,
For Jesus Christ our Saviour
Was born upon this day,
To save us all from Satan's power
When we were gone astray:

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy,
O tidings of comfort and joy.

congregation   
2. From God our heavenly Father
A blessed angel came,
And unto certain shepherds
Brought tidings of the same,
How that in Bethlehem was born
The Son of God by name,

3. 'Fear not', then said the angel,
'Let nothing you affright,
This day is born a Saviour
Of a pure virgin bright,
To free all those who trust in him
From Satan's power and might.'

ADDRESS

CAROL: Once in Royal David's City (LH  #632)
1. Once in royal David's city
Stood a lowly cattle shed, 
Where a mother laid her baby
In a manger for his bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little child.

2. He came down to earth from heaven
Who is God and Lord of all, 
And his shelter was a stable,
And his cradle was a stall;
With the poor and mean and lowly
Lived on earth our Saviour holy.

3. And our eyes at last shall see him, 
Through his own redeeming love,
For that child so dear and gentle
Is our Lord in heaven above; 
And he leads his children on 
To the place where he is gone.

1. GOOD NEWS FROM HEAVEN

Narrator: One Christmas Eve many years ago, Martin Luther was at home with his children studying his sermon for Christmas Day. As he rocked the cradle of his baby son, the words of the Christmas angel went through his mind: "Be not afraid . . . I bring you good news . . . to you is born a Saviour ... Glory to God in the highest". The steady rhythm of the rocking cradle and the words of the angel moved Luther to write a beautiful Christmas carol for his children - "FROM HEAVEN ABOVE TO EARTH I COME".

(Play melody of "From Heaven Above" on recorder, flute, guitar or organ. The first verse can be sung softly and slowly by a soloist, or by a small group.)

From heaven above to earth I come 
To bear good news to every home, 
Glad tidings of great joy I bring, 
Whereof I now will say and sing.

Narrator: Our Christmas worship tonight follows Luther's carol. We hear the good news of the Saviour's birth. It is a message of peace and joy and life. We welcome the Christchild into our hearts and homes.

2.  GOOD NEWS OF PEACE

Angel 1: From heaven I bring you the good news of his birth: The Saviour has come to bring peace to the earth.

Reader 1: Through the prophet Isaiah God gave this wonderful promise:

ALL CHILDREN: 
To us a child is born; 
to us a son is given; 
and the government will be upon his shoulders. 
And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor,  
Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.

Reader 2: When the time came for the Prince of Peace to be born, God sent an angel to tell the good news to Mary:

Angel 1: Peace be with you! The Lord is with you and has greatly blessed you. You will give birth to a son and you will name him Jesus.

ALL CHILDREN: 
Now gladly we hear the good news of his birth; 
And welcome the child who brought peace to the earth.
CAROL: From Heaven  Above (by children)  LH #23

2. 'To you this night is born a child 
Of Mary, chosen virgin mild; 
This little child, of lowly birth, 
Shall be the joy of all the earth.

3. 'This is the Christ, our God and Lord, 
Who in all need shall aid afford;
He will himself your Saviour be,
From all your sins to set you free.

4. 'He brings those blessings, long ago
Prepared by God for all below,
That in his kingdom bright and fair
You may with us his glory share.'

Reader 3: The Gospel of St. Luke tells us how the Prince of Peace was born.

Reader 4: At that time the Emperor Augustus ordered a census to be taken throughout the Roman Empire.

Reader 3: Everyone, then, went to register himself, each to his own town.

Reader 4: Joseph went to the town of Bethlehem, the birthplace of King David, because he was a descendant of David.

Reader 3: He went to register with Mary, who was promised in marriage to him.

Reader 4: While they were in Bethlehem, the time came for her to have her baby.

Reader 3: She gave birth to her first son, wrapped him in strips of cloth and laid him in a manger-there was no room for them to stay in the inn.

CAROL: Little Children Can You Tell (Chi Rho #38)  
v1. Sung by soloist or spoken by a teacher

1. Little children, can you tell, 
Do you know the story well, 
Every girl and every boy, 
Why the angels sing for joy 
On the Christmas morning?

Younger children:

2. Yes, we know the story well;
Listen now and hear us tell, 
Every girl and every boy, 
Why the angels sing for joy 
On the Christmas morning.
3. For a little babe that day
Cradled in a manger lay,
Born on earth our Lord to be: 
This the wondering angels see 
On the Christmas morning.

RECITATION: by little children

1. Let us go and see him, 
See the tiny child. 
Lying in the manger,
Tender, meek and mild.

2. There's the lovely mother, 
Smiling with such joy, 
There's her husband, Joseph, 
Watching o'er the boy.

3. Look and see the bright stars,
Shining on their king,
Look and see the baby; 
Praises to him sing.

CAROL:  Away  in  a Manger  (LH #634)
little children

1. Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

all children
2. The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes,
I love thee, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky, 
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.

congregation and children

3. Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 
Close by me forever, and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 
And fit us for heaven, to live with thee there.

3. GOOD NEWS OF JOY

Angel 2: From heaven I bring you the good news of his birth; 
The Saviour has come to bring joy to the earth.
Reader 5: On the first Christmas night, God sent his angels to tell the good news of great joy.

Reader 6: There were some shepherds in that part of the country who were spending the night in the fields, taking care of their flocks. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone over them. They were terribly afraid, but the angel said to them:

Angel 2: Don't be afraid! I am here with good news for you, which will bring great joy to all the people. This very day in David's town your Saviour was born - Christ the Lord! And this is what will prove it to you: you will find a baby wrapped in strips of cloth and lying in a manger.

Reader 5: Suddenly a great army of heaven's angels appeared with the angel, singing praises to God:

ALL CHILDREN: Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom he is pleased!

CAROL: Silent Night (LH #629)
1. Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child, 
Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.

2. Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight. 
Glory streams from heaven afar,
Heavenly hosts sing: Hallelujah! 
Christ the Saviour is born,
Christ the Saviour is born.

3. Silent night, holy night!
Son of God, love's pure light
Radiant beams from thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

Reader 6: The shepherds hurried off and found Mary and Joseph and saw the baby lying in the manger. When the shepherds saw him, they told them what the angel had said about the child. They went back singing praises to God for all they had heard and seen.

RECITATION: by children From Heaven Above
5.  'These are the tokens ye shall mark:
The swaddling-clothes and manger dark; 
There shall ye find the young child laid,
By whom the heavens and earth were made.'

6. Now let us all with gladsome cheer 
Follow the shepherds, and draw near 
To see this wondrous gift of God,
Who hath his own dear Son bestowed.

7. Give heed, my heart, lift up thine eyes; 
Who is it in yon manger lies?
Who is this child, so young and fair?
The blessed Christchild lieth there.

ALL CHILDREN: Now gladly we hear the good news of his birth, And welcome the child who brought joy to the earth.

CAROL: While Shepherds Watched LH #624

1. While shepherds watched their flocks by night, 
All seated on the ground,
The angel of the Lord came down,
And glory shone around.

2. 'Fear not', said he (for mighty dread
Had seized their troubled mind);
'Glad tidings of great joy I bring
To you and all mankind.

3. 'To you in David's town this day
Is born of David's line
A Saviour, who is Christ the Lord; 
And this shall be the sign:

4. 'The heavenly babe you there shall find
To human view displayed,
All meanly wrapped in swaddling bands,
And in a manger laid.'

5. Thus spake the seraph; and forthwith
Appeared a shining throng
Of angels praising God, who thus
Addressed their joyful song:

6. 'All glory be to God on high, 
And to the earth be peace;
Goodwill henceforth from heaven to men
Begin and never cease.'

4.  GOOD NEWS OF LIFE

Angel 3: From heaven I bring you the good news of his birth, The Saviour has come to bring life to the earth.

Reader 7: On the cross Jesus suffered and died for us.

Reader 8: He died so that we might live forever.

Reader 7: On Easter morning God's angel came to tell the good news:

Angel 3: You must not be afraid. I know you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; he has been raised, just as he said.

Reader 8: Jesus said: "Because I live, you also will live".

Reader 7: Jesus has promised: "Whoever believes in me will live, even though he dies".
ALL CHILDREN: Now gladly we hear the good news of his birth, And welcome the child who brought life to the earth.

CAROL: by congregation From Heaven Above (LH #23)
8. Welcome to earth thou noble guest, 
Through whom the sinful world is blest! 
Thou com'st to share my misery;
What thanks shall I return to thee?

9. Ah, Lord, who hast created all,
How weak art thou, how poor and small, 
That thou dost choose thine infant bed 
Where ass and ox but lately fed.

10. Were earth a thousand times as fair
Beset with gold and jewels rare,
Yet were it far too poor to be
A cradle, Son of God, for thee.

spoken by children

11. Ah, dearest Jesus, holy child, 
Make thee a bed, soft, undefiled, 
Within my heart, that it may be 
A quiet chamber kept for thee.

5. GOOD NEWS TO EVERY HOME

For this section a small, bare Christmas tree is placed in the sanctuary or in some other appropriate position.

Sunday School Teacher: Most of us have a Christmas tree in our home. The Christmas tree can help us remember the angel's good news of peace, joy and life. Let's decorate our little tree with symbols of the blessings the Christchild brings to our hearts and homes.

Children 1,2,3: 
To show the gifts the Christchild brings
We decorate our tree.
Good news from God for every home
We want you all to see.

Child 1:  (Holds up symbol of peace)
The cross reminds us that there is peace between God and us. We can now live in peace with one another.

Children place cross symbols on the tree.

Child 2: (Holds up symbol of joy)
The Christmas bells remind us of the good news of great joy which is meant for every home. 
Children place bells on the tree.

Child 3: (Holds up symbol of life)
The Christmas tree with its lights reminds us that Jesus has given life to all who believe in him.

Children place candle cut-outs on the tree.

Teacher:  (Holds up angel cut-out)
Let's put the Christmas angel at the top of the tree to remind us that the most important thing about Christmas is the good news that Jesus is born for us. We, too, can be God's angels or messengers. We can bring the good news from heaven into every home.

Teacher places angel cut-out on the tree.
CAROL: From Heaven Above  (LH #23)
12. My heart for very joy doth leap, 
My lips no more can silence keep;
I, too, must sing with joyful tongue
That sweetest, ancient cradle-song:

13. Glory to God in highest heaven, 
Who unto us his Son hath given! 
While angels sing with pious mirth 
A glad new year to all the earth.

ALL CHILDREN: God has forgiven us our sins.
C: We will tell the good news in our homes: the Christchild brings us peace.

ALL CHILDREN: God has made us his friends.
C: We will tell the good news to our friends: the Christchild brings us joy.

ALL CHILDREN: God has made us his people.
C: We will tell the good news to the world: the Christchild brings us life.

PRAYER:
P: Now, Lord, you have kept your promise,
C: And you may let your servant go in peace. 
P: With my own eyes I have seen your salvation,
C: Which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples. 
P: A light to reveal your will to the Gentiles,
C: And to bring glory to your people Israel.
ALL: Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.
As it was in the beginning is now, and shall be forevermore. Amen.
BLESSING:
P: May Christ live in your hearts this Christmastide, and bring you joy and peace. And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen.
CAROL: Hark! the Herald  Angels Sing  (LH #33)
1.  Hark! the herald angels sing 
Glory to the new-born King;
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled. 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With the angelic host proclaim: 
Christ is born in Bethlehem.
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
Glory to the new-born  King.
2. Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold him come, 
Offspring of a virgin's womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
Hail, the incarnate Deity,
Pleased as man with man to dwell, 
Jesus, our Immanuel!

3. Hail, the heaven-born Prince of peace!
Hail, the sun of righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, 
Risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by,
Born that man no more may die. 
Born to raise the sons of earth, 
Born to give them second birth.
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