Notes on the Readings, 23rd Sunday after Pentecost, Year B (Proper 26)
Deuteronomy 6:1-9: God's uniqueness as the only God requires his people's response in undivided loyalty. This is not only in profession of him as the only true God but also in recognition of the total claims of his words to govern and control everyday thoughts, words and actions. Verses 4-9, 'Hear, O Israel . . . ' came to constitute the Shema, or creed, recited twice a day by pious Jews. The word 'love' in verse 5 lifts this requirement from a mere ritual legality to a deep commitment. Our Lord comments on this in the gospel reading. 

Hebrews 9:11-14: Only after offering meticulous sacrifices for his own sins, could the Old Testament high priest enter the holy place within the tabernacle (tent) to sprinkle the blood of the people's sacrifice on the ark of the covenant. This place denoted the presence of God. Because of God's direction this action did promise cleansing to his people. How much more the absolute holiness of God's Son permitted him to enter heaven itself to offer his own perfect blood to the Father as a full satisfaction forever. That action for us, effected together with God's eternal Spirit, sets our consciences free to serve God in purity.

Mark 12:28-34: This scribe displays a much more spiritual and sincere concern than the usual hostile approaches recorded. Jesus answered him seriously and directly with the 'Shema' which no doubt the scribe recited twice daily. Jesus adds the command of Leviticus 19:18, thereby calling for love to God as the basis for the two commands. This means firstly a sincere love and devotion for God which secondly pours that same love out in action to fellow human beings. The scribe's thoughtful assessment of Jesus' answer earned him the encouragement to pursue further the penitence and forgiveness which would assure him of the kingdom.
