
The LCA provides this sermon edited for lay-reading, with thanks to the original author.
Sermon for the Third Last Year of the Church Year, Year A, (Proper 27)

The Text: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18  

Dear friends, 

The word for today from 1 Thessalonians 4:17 says “we will be taken up into the clouds together with those who have ‘fallen asleep’ to meet the Lord in the sky. From that time on we will all be with the Lord forever”.

There are different ways to understand this. Here’s some images from life that might help us.

Christians can be compared to hitchhikers who are always travelling along the road of life. God is also travelling along the same highway. He comes over, picks us up and welcomes us into the campervan or mobile home called the Church of All Ages. There, the Holy Spirit washes us and cleans us up in the pure and clean waters of Baptism. There he dresses us up in the loving life of Jesus, to wear as our very own clothes.

Then God drops us back on the highways of this world, for it is God’s world: he created it. But God doesn’t send us out alone to travel the highways and by-ways of life. We go dressed as God’s people, wearing the life of Jesus. We hold onto Jesus by faith, and he accompanies us wherever we go.

Here’s another image: One could compare Jesus to the seed of a wattle tree. It is small and insignificant. But the seed is a miracle. It has been programmed to sprout and grow after a fire has passed. Eventually it grows and the flowers bloom in a striking display of yellow that can be seen on the side of the tracks and highways as we travel, especially in Australia. The brilliant wattles can remind us of Jesus with us as we travel.

And another image: the seed of Jesus is carried deep within us: like a seed sown in a pot of compost, and we all know what compost is made up of! The seed of Jesus grows best where there is sin. Wherever we sinners go in life, the risen Jesus goes with us. We are never alone.

Besides Jesus, the Spirit of God travels within us like a personal guide, using the Scriptures to direct us along the roadways of life and to show us the way ahead. The Spirit uses the Scriptures to show us our destination and how to get there.

We can contact God at any time and from any place on our journey. But sometimes we don’t know what to say to the God who loves us when we report in, or run into trouble. Then the Spirit, our guide, takes our inadequate words, and transforms them into beautiful words, like a child might speak to its loving mother and father.

So this is how we travel: with the Spirit of God as our personal guide, with Jesus living deep inside us, and being able to talk to the Father no matter where we are. We travel through life forever with the Lord.
There is so much to see and experience as we travel it is hard to take it all in.

On the one hand there is the beauty of the creation. We see it in beautiful people: in the love of our mother and father; in all sorts of people, a husband or wife; in our children.

We see it in nature during the day: the mountains and trees, oceans and beaches, rivers and lakes. We see beauty in the sky at night time: the stars and constellations. We live in a miraculous world, and our personal guide, the Spirit points out the wonderful beauty of the creation as we travel.

We also see the ugly damage sin has caused to creation: the cruelty of human beings in our society; the way nations fight each other; the diseases, like cancer and dementia. People with dementia can be like people living in another world: a world where they are all alone. The nurses who lovingly care for these people deserve medals. They are like angels from God.

What if you and I become one of these patients? After a time, it’s possible that no one we know will bother to visit us, or they might be unable to bring themselves to visit us. 

But we are baptised into Jesus. Even when others have abandoned us, Jesus will continue to live in us. The Spirit of God will still pray for us. God’s people will still continue to talk to the Father on our behalf. The people of God will carry us in their prayers. Some people might not know what to do with us, but The Spirit and Jesus will never leave us alone. 

Nor will we be left alone when death calls. When our body is so tired and worn out from travelling through this life that it can’t function any more, we will lie down in perfect rest, just like we lie down and rest each night in sleep. Still, Jesus will not leave us. He is stronger than death. We will take nothing with us from this life except our travelling companions: Jesus and his Spirit who live in us. 

After a fire—out of the dust and ashes—sprout the wattle trees, to grow and bloom in their striking glory. We too will bloom like flowers in the resurrection. It will be the most beautiful day- more beautiful than we can imagine. Jesus will be seen in us in all his glory. We shall flower like little Christs! May wattle bloom always be a reminder of Jesus living in us – forever.

St Paul assures us in Romans 8 verses 10 and 11,

“But if Christ lives in you, the Spirit is life for you because you have been put right with God, even though your bodies are going to die because of sin. If the Spirit of God, who raised Jesus from death, lives in you, then he who raised Christ from death will also give life to your mortal bodies by the presence of his Spirit in you.” 

As we near the end of another Church year, we can say, “Forever with the Lord!”  Amen.
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