Sunday Word & Prayer 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 14), Year C

GOD WELCOMES US

We come to God 

Faith is the assurance of things hoped for,

the conviction of things not seen.  (Heb 11:1 NRSV)
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.



Amen.
We confess our sin and God forgives us

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other.

We confess to you, almighty God,
before the whole company of heaven,
and to each other,
that we have sinned in thought, word and deed,
by our own fault.
Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake,
forgive us all our sins,
and bring us to eternal life. Amen.

May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins.

Amen.

We sing - LHS 317 Jesus, sinners doth receive– verses 1, 2, 4, 6 / full modernised lyrics OR No Other Name - Emu Music
We pray Psalm 33:12-22
Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD,

    the people he chose for his inheritance.

From heaven the LORD looks down

    and sees all mankind;

from his dwelling place he watches

    all who live on earth—

he who forms the hearts of all,

    who considers everything they do.
Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord, 

the people whom he has chosen as his heritage. 
No king is saved by the size of his army;

    no warrior escapes by his great strength.

A horse is a vain hope for deliverance;

    despite all its great strength it cannot save.

But the eyes of the LORD are on those who fear him,

    on those whose hope is in his unfailing love,

to deliver them from death

    and keep them alive in famine.
Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord, 

the people whom he has chosen as his heritage. 

We wait in hope for the LORD;

    he is our help and our shield.

In him our hearts rejoice,

    for we trust in his holy name.

May your unfailing love be with us, LORD,

    even as we put our hope in you.
Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord, 

the people whom he has chosen as his heritage. 

We pray 

The Lord be with you

And also with you.

Let us pray that we may be defended in doubt and difficulty. [silence]
Merciful Father, 
your Son Jesus Christ gave up his life 
so that we might die to self 
and live in him. 
Give us such close fellowship with him 
that in all doubts and dangers 
our faith may not fail. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

GOD SPEAKS TO US
We listen to God’s word
Old Testament Reading
Hear the word of God as it is written in Genesis 15:1-6
(after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord





         Thanks be to God
Epistle Reading
Hear the word of God as it is written in Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
(after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord





         Thanks be to God
Gospel Reading
Hear the gospel of the Lord as it is written in Luke 12:32-40
(after the gospel)

This is the gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Thank you, Lord Jesus,

for promising us the kingdom of God. 

Help us to be ready and waiting for your return. 

Amen.
We sing – LHS 321 Faith is a living power from heaven OR He Will Hold Me Fast - Emu Music
We listen to the address
We confess our faith 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 


born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 


was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 


and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, 


from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 


the holy catholic* church,
the communion of saints, 


the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, 


and the life everlasting.  
Amen.

* ‘catholic’ here meaning 'universal'

GOD RECEIVES OUR OFFERING
We sing Hymn LH 341 Jesus lead though on OR By Faith - Keith & Kristyn Getty as our offering is received 
We pray an offering prayer 
Lord God, our true treasure, 
take us and our possessions
and use them for your kingdom. 
Help us to trust in your generous care
for all our needs. 
Amen.
We pray for ourselves and the world 

Since faith is the assurance of things hoped for and the certainty of things not seen, let us exercise our faith by coming to God our Father and praying for the church, the world and our neighbours.

Heavenly Father: thank you for being faithful to all your promises, especially the promise of a Saviour through Abraham and his descendants.  Thank you for bringing the gospel to us, for giving us faith in Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit, and for the rich blessings we continually receive from him.

Lord, hear our prayer,

and in your mercy increase our faith.
Lord, increase the faith of all your people and cast out all fear from among us.  Renew us day by day by opening our ears to your saving action in the past and your wonderful promises for the future.  Enable us to live out our faith boldly and with confidence, especially when faced with uncertainty and trouble.

Lord, hear our prayer,

and in your mercy increase our faith.
We pray for your church, dear Lord, that it may never act out of fear, but always in faith and hope and love.  Help us here at (insert name of congregation) to be living witnesses of the hope we have in Christ.

Lord, hear our prayer,

and in your mercy increase our faith.
Have mercy on those who put their faith and hope in the things of this world, dear Father.  Teach them about the treasures of your kingdom, and bring them to put their hope in you.  And we pray for the present-day descendants of Abraham, the Jews, that they may believe in the fulfillment of your promises in Christ.

Lord, hear our prayer,

and in your mercy increase our faith.
Thank you for the peace and prosperity we enjoy here in Australia.  Bring peace where ever there is conflict, and bring prosperity to all who suffer poverty and need.  Bless the work of welfare agencies and make us generous in giving to those in need.

Lord, hear our prayer,

and in your mercy increase our faith.
Support all parents in their special vocation.  Comfort and have mercy on those who, despite wanting children, have not been blessed with them yet. Protect the unborn, and bring their parents to love and nurture them to healthy birth and life.

Lord, hear our prayer,

and in your mercy increase our faith.
Have mercy Lord on all who are afraid or anxious, and on those who need extra patience because of sickness or hardship.  Comfort those who are facing loss, and support and strengthen those known to us personally with special needs, and whom we now name silently in our hearts ... (brief silence)

Lord, hear our prayer,

and in your mercy increase our faith.
Almighty and most merciful God, give us the faith to live without fear, in your service, and so to be ready for the return of our Lord Jesus Christ, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.
We pray the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth 
as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours

now and forever.  Amen. 

GOD BLESSES US

We go with God
Go in peace, and live by faith.

Thanks be to God.  
And the blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with us always.
Amen.
We sing LH 487 Wake awake for night is flying OR Day Of Victory - Rend Collective
