Sunday Word & Prayer – 
The Fifth Sunday of Easter, Year C

GOD WELCOMES US

We come to God 

By this everyone will know that you are my disciples,
if you have love for one another.  (John 13:35 NRSV)
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.


Amen.
We confess our sin and God forgives us

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other.

We confess to you, almighty God,
before the whole company of heaven,
and to each other,
that we have sinned in thought, word and deed,
by our own fault.
Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake,
forgive us all our sins,
and bring us to eternal life. Amen.

May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins.

Amen.

We sing LHS 248 Christ is made the sure foundation OR We Are One - Emu Music
We pray Psalm 148
Praise the Lord. 

His glory is above earth and heaven. (Ps 148:13b NRSV)
Praise the Lord from the heavens;
    praise him in the heights above.
Praise him, all his angels;
    praise him, all his heavenly hosts.
Praise him, sun and moon;
    praise him, all you shining stars.
Praise him, you highest heavens
    and you waters above the skies.
His glory is above earth and heaven.

Let them praise the name of the Lord,
    for at his command they were created,
and he established them for ever and ever—
    he issued a decree that will never pass away.
His glory is above earth and heaven 
Praise the Lord from the earth,
    you great sea creatures and all ocean depths,
lightning and hail, snow and clouds,
    stormy winds that do his bidding,
you mountains and all hills,
    fruit trees and all cedars,
wild animals and all cattle,
    small creatures and flying birds,
kings of the earth and all nations,
    you princes and all rulers on earth,
young men and women,
    old men and children.
His glory is above earth and heaven
Let them praise the name of the Lord,
    for his name alone is exalted;
    his splendour is above the earth and the heavens.
And he has raised up for his people a horn,
    the praise of all his faithful servants,
    of Israel, the people close to his heart.
His glory is above earth and heaven
Praise the Lord.
His glory is above earth and heaven.

We pray 

The Lord be with you

And also with you.

Let us pray.

Lord God,
you make the minds of the faithful
to be of one will.
Lead us to love what you command
and desire what you promise,
so that, among the changes of this world,
our hearts may be fixed where true joys are found.
We ask this through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
GOD SPEAKS TO US
We listen to God’s word
First Reading
Hear the word of God as it is written in Acts 11:1-18 
(after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord





         Thanks be to God
Second Reading
Hear the word of God as it is written in Revelation 21:1-6 
(after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord





         Thanks be to God
Gospel Reading
Hear the gospel of the Lord as it is written in John 13:31-35 
(after the gospel)

This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Thank you, Lord Jesus, for loving us.
Lead us to love one another,
so that everyone will know that we are your disciples.
Amen.
We sing LHS 344 Our God is love and all his saints OR  AT 65 A New Commandment I give unto You


We listen to the address
We confess our faith 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 


born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 


was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 


and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, 


from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 


the holy catholic* church,
the communion of saints, 


the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, 


and the life everlasting.  
Amen.

* ‘catholic’ here meaning 'universal'

GOD RECEIVES OUR OFFERING
We sing  LHS 164 Love divine all loves excelling OR  Love Divine - Emu Music as our offering is received 
We pray an offering prayer 
God of love,
you have shown us how you love us and all people. 
Lead us to love one another
through our lives and our gifts.
Amen.
We pray for ourselves and the world 

God's glory is revealed through our crucified and risen Lord Jesus who will one day come to make all things new.  So let us offer our sacrifice of prayer in his name as we pray for the church and for the world, responding to the words ‘God of power and might’ with ‘come and make all things new’.

Dear Father, thank you for making your love for the world known through the sacrifice of our Lord on the cross, and by his glorious resurrection from the dead.  Give your people the will and strength to love each other as Christ has loved us, burying sin by mercy and forgiveness, and bringing to life righteousness and peace by faith and hope.  Move our congregation to express such love in our life together.

God of power and might:
come and make all things new.
Guide the church throughout the world in all truth and in loving service.  Give courage and firm faith to those who are persecuted or suffer violence because they follow Christ.  And dear Father, make your love known to others through the love and life of your people.

God of power and might:
come and make all things new.
Have mercy on the world and purify what is sinful and unclean.  Forgive those who've sinned sexually, financially or by abuse of power, and direct them into right paths.  Help all married couples to live in marriage as you intended it and grant your healing and renewal to relationships that are in trouble.

God of power and might:
come and make all things new.
Bring reconciliation and harmony between all races, cultures and nations.  Stop all crime and bring to justice those who've done wrong.  Guide all in power to serve our country well, and bring all it people to honour and respect those you have placed over us.  Prosper all rightful work, eradicate hunger and disease, and let the earth be kind to us in her provision of sun and rain.

God of power and might:
come and make all things new.
Lord, you share our tears and wipe them away.  Let all who need comfort and healing receive them from you.  Give strong faith and patient hope to all who are not well, [particularly (insert names)].  Support them in their need and give strength to those who help them.  

God of power and might:
come and make all things new.
Father in heaven, as you raised Jesus Christ to be the firstfruits of the resurrection, raise up all the world to be a new creation in him, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit be all glory and honour, now and for ever.  Amen.
We pray the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth 
as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours

now and forever.  Amen. 

GOD BLESSES US

We go with God
May the God of peace,
who raised from the dead our Lord Jesus,
provide you with every good thing you need
in order to do his will; 
Go in peace, and love one another.
Thanks be to God.

And the blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with us always.
Amen.
We sing LHS 494 Jerusalem the golden OR Love Of The Father - CityAlight
