NOTES ON THE READINGS

HAGGAI 1:15b - 2:9: The prophet Haggai was amongst the company of Jewish exiles sent by King Darius from Babylon to rebuild the temple at Jerusalem under the leadership of Zerubbabel. It had remained for seventy years in devastation. Naturally there was depression among the people on that account, but also because the new building could not match the glory of the old one built by Solomon. Haggai encouraged the people to be confident that the Lord had guaranteed to work with them. He predicted that God would shake the earth to bring its treasures to the temple. This came true at the time of Christ, when the talents of the heathen were brought by conversion into the church, the new temple of God.

JOB 19:23-27: Job suffered the total loss of his family, marriage, property, wealth and honour. As if that were not enough, his whole body was painfully wracked with a putrefying disease. Satan had challenged God that if Job were to lose all his prosperity he would not believe, but would curse God. Job here confesses his faith that there will be a vindicator, or redeemer, to take up his cause. He is confident that there will be a day when after his skin has been destroyed he shall yet see God with his own eyes. Christians treasure these words in the light of their further understanding through Christ's teaching of the resurrection.

2 THESSALONIANS 2:1-5,13-17: It would appear (Chapter 2:1) the some of the congregation  at Thessalonica had got it into their heads that the 'day of the Lord' had already begun. It seems that a fake letter, as if from Paul, had fomented this untrue belief. Paul could see how unsettling this teaching could be, and feared a lasting disturbance. He therefore reminds them that before the second coming of Christ occurs the antichrist (here termed the man of lawlessness) must appear in the church (temple). This figure, empowered by Satan, would lead a widespread rebellion against the truth of Christ before the end comes. He is doomed, though, for destruction by Christ when he comes. To add further to the importance of not being swept away, Paul sketches the effective saving plan of God right through election, calling, sanctifying to glorifying. Therefore they should stand firm in line with the truth they had been taught by Paul himself.

LUKE 20:27-38: The Sadducees were a materialistic group of religious leaders who rejected scriptural teachings which did not square with their reason. One such question was that of the resurrection. They put a cleverly worked-out puzzle to Jesus (based on Deuteronomy 25:5f) involving absurdities concerning the resurrection, which to them proved the resurrection itself to be equally absurd. Jesus' answer had two parts. Firstly, in the resurrection there is no death, and therefore there is no need for procreation or therefore marriage. The other part answered them with a counter Scripture text, namely Exodus 3:2-6. God revealed himself at the burning bush in the present tense as being the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. God is not a God of non-existent beings. Therefore they must assuredly be living. The Sadducees unwittingly gave occasion for us to receive from Jesus an important teaching about life beyond the grave!

