Notes on the Readings, Pentecost 3B (Proper 6)
1 Samuel 15:34-16:13: Unlike pagan kings the kings of Israel were not divine. They were God’s servants who were empowered by God’s Spirit, so that they could rule God’s people under His direction. Their unique status was conferred on them by the rite of anointment with holy oil. They thereby became an anointed servant of God, a ‘christ’. In a normal cases of succession within a royal dynasty they were anointed by the high priest (eg. 1 Kings 1:34). But since David did not belong the family of Saul, he was anointed by Samuel the prophet. By God’s grace which overruled the legal rights of succession by the oldest son of a king David, the youngest son of Jesse became an anointed king, the forefather of Jesus as the Christ, God’s Anointed King.
Ezekiel 17:22-24: This is a prophecy of Jesus as the Christ, God’s anointed King. The kings of Israel were often compared with the cedars of Lebanon, the king of the trees that grew on Mt. Lebanon the king of the mountains, and the nations of the world were compared with various classes of birds. Earlier in this chapter God had told Ezekiel that He would use the King of Babylon to lop down the dynasty of David. Here God promises that He Himself would take a twig from that tree and plant it on His holy mountain. There this new king who would make God known to all the kings on earth, would produce good fruit and provide a place of shelter for all the nations.

2 Corinthians 5:6-9(11-13)14-17:  By faith Christians already now live heavenly lives on earth. But that is not something that they can see. They have a hidden identity. They are new creatures, part of God’s mysterious new creation. As such their one aim is to please Jesus. So they no longer live for themselves but for him. They also regard others as potential or actual new creatures. Their task is to serve Christ as his ambassadors by bringing the good news of his death and resurrection to the world around them, the good news that Jesus has taken on their sin as a sin offering for them to give them his righteousness, the good news by which sinners are reconciled to God and each other.

Mark 4:26-34: In these two parables about the mysterious extension of God’s kingly rule on earth, Jesus compares God’s word to the seed sown by a farmer. In the first he teaches his impatient disciples to be patient, like farmers, and to let the seed of God’s word sprout, grow and produce God’s harvest without human intervention. In the second he teaches them that the little mustard seed of God’s word would eventually grow into a large shelter for many people in God’s garden. That shelter is the church which grows large from small beginnings.
