Sunday Word & Prayer – Advent 3
GOD WELCOMES US
We come to God  
The eyes of the blind shall be opened, 


and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 

the lame shall leap like a deer, 


and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 


and streams in the desert. (Isaiah 35:5,6)
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit

Amen.
We confess our sin and God forgives us

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other.

We confess to you, almighty God,
before the whole company of heaven,
and to each other,
that we have sinned in thought, word and deed,
by our own fault.
Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake,
forgive us all our sins,
and bring us to eternal life. Amen.

May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins.

Amen.

We light the Advent candle and pray
John came to bear witness to the light, 
so that all might believe through him.

The true light, who enlightens everyone, 
was coming into the world.

Lord Jesus, you are the light of the world. 
John the Baptist preached that people should repent 
and get ready for you to come. 
Come into our hearts, 
and help us to welcome you.

Amen.

We sing an Advent hymn/song

We pray psalm 146
Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose help is the Lord their God, 

who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them;

who keeps faith forever, who executes justice for the oppressed, who gives food to the hungry.

Lord, come and save us, O come and save us.

The Lord sets the prisoners free, the Lord opens the eyes of the blind.

The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down, the Lord loves the righteous.

The Lord watches over strangers, he upholds the orphan and the widow, but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.

Lord, come and save us, O come and save us.

The Lord will reign forever, your God O Zion, for all generations. Praise the Lord! 

Lord, come and save us, O come and save us.

We pray an Advent Prayer
The Lord be with you

And also with you.

Let us pray that we receive Christ with joy.
Jesus, our promised Messiah, 
John the Baptist went ahead of you 
and proclaimed the good news of your coming. 
Encourage us to receive you with joy 
as our redeemer, and faithfully follow you. 
For you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

GOD SPEAKS TO US

We listen to God’s word 
Old Testament Reading (Isaiah 35:1-10)
Hear the word of the Lord as it is written in the prophet Isaiah, chapter 35, verses 1 to 10.
(after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Epistle Reading (James 5:7-10)
Hear the word of the Lord as it is written in the letter of James, chapter 5, verses 7 to 10.
(after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God
Gospel Reading (Matthew 11:2-11)
Hear the gospel of the Lord as it is written in the Gospel according to St Matthew, chapter 11, verses 2 to 11. 
(after the gospel)

This is the gospel of the Lord

Praise be to you, O Christ
Lord Jesus Christ, thank you for coming as the promised Messiah.

Help us to receive you in joyful faith. 

Amen.

We sing a hymn/song 
We listen to the address
We confess our faith 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 


and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, 


from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic* church,
the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, 


and the life everlasting.  
Amen.

* ‘catholic’ here meaning 'universal'

GOD RECEIVES OUR OFFERING
We sing a hymn/song as our offering is received 
We pray for ourselves and the world 

Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. (Philippians 4:6)
Let us pray.

Gracious Father, we offer with joy and thanks what you have first given us, ourselves, our time and our possessions, as signs of your goodness and symbols of our love. Receive these gifts through Jesus who offered himself for us. 

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.
God and Father, we praise you for your liberating word. Send your church to preach the good news to the poor, so that the blind may see, the lame walk, the sick be cleansed, the deaf hear, and all who are dead in sin be raised to life. 

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.
For this good and prosperous land we give you thanks: direct those who govern and administer our society, and refresh all people with knowledge of you and concern for one another. 

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.
You make the wilderness glad and make the dry land blossom: renew and restore our weary planet, and teach us to use the resources of the earth with wisdom and self-restraint. 

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.
We thank you for keeping your promise and never letting us down: teach us to be patient and keep us from grumbling. As we wait for your coming in glory, let us celebrate your hidden presence with us now.

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.
 (other prayers may follow)

Into your hands, Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through your  Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.
We pray the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours

now and forever.  Amen. 
GOD BLESSES US

We go with God     
May Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, shine on us and make us ready to meet him when he comes in glory. 

And the blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with us always.


Amen.
We sing a hymn/song 

