Sunday Word & Prayer - Pentecost

GOD WELCOMES US

We come to God 

God has poured out his love into our hearts

by the Holy Spirit whom he has given us. (Rom 5:5 NIV)
Come, Holy Spirit, Lord and giver of life.
Fill the hearts of your faithful people

and kindle in them the fire of your love.

Come, Holy Spirit, Lord and giver of life.
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.


Amen.
We confess our sin and God forgives us

Friends in Christ:

Jesus said to his apostles:

‘Receive the Holy Spirit.

If you forgive anyone’s sins, they are forgiven;

if you proclaim them unforgiven, unforgiven they remain.’
Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other.

Lord God, our heavenly Father, I am a sinner and I have sinned against you, not only in my words and actions, but also in my secret thoughts and desires which I cannot fully know or understand, but which you know completely. I am sorry that I have displeased you, and repent of the evil I have done. For the sake of your dear Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, have mercy on me, forgive my sins, and graciously help me in my weakness. Amen.
May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins.

Amen.
Lord Have Mercy

Risen Lord Jesus, hear our prayer and give us your Spirit of life.
Lord, have mercy.  
Risen Lord Jesus, hear our prayer and give us your Spirit of joy.
Christ, have mercy.  
Risen Lord Jesus, hear our prayer and give us your Spirit of peace.
Lord, have mercy.  
We sing LHS 109 Draw us to Thee OR Chorus of the Saved - Emu Music
We pray Psalm 104:24-34,35b
How many are your works, LORD! 

In wisdom you made them all; 






 

the earth is full of your creatures.
When you send your Spirit, 

they are created, 

and you renew the face of the ground. 
You send out your Spirit, and you renew the face of the earth.  
May the glory of the LORD endure forever; 

may the LORD rejoice in his works— 
he who looks at the earth, and it trembles, 

who touches the mountains, and they smoke. 
I will sing to the LORD all my life;

I will sing praise to my God as long as I live. 
You send out your Spirit, and you renew the face of the earth.
May my meditation be pleasing to him,

as I rejoice in the LORD. 

Praise the LORD, my soul. 

Praise the LORD.
You send out your Spirit, and you renew the face of the earth.  

We pray a Pentecost prayer
The Lord be with you

And also with you.

Let us pray.

Almighty and merciful God,
you sent your Holy Spirit at Pentecost,
making the disciples bold to preach the good news.
Send us out with the power of the same Spirit
to spread the fire of your love.
We ask this through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
GOD SPEAKS TO US
We listen to God’s word
Old Testament Reading
Hear the word of the Lord as it is written in Genesis 11:1-9 
The tower of Babel and confusion of tongues
(after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord





         Thanks be to God
Epistle Reading
Hear the word of the Lord as it is written in Acts 2:1-21 

The coming of the Holy Spirit
(after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord





         Thanks be to God
Gospel Reading
Hear the gospel of the Lord as it is written in John 14:8-17 (25-27) 

Jesus promises the Holy Spirit
(after the gospel)

This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Thank you, Lord Jesus Christ,
for sending the Holy Spirit.
Fill us with the joy and peace of the Spirit.
Amen.
We sing LH 116 Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly dove OR Breath of God - Emu Music
We listen to the address
We confess our faith 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 


born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 


was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 


and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, 


from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 


the holy catholic* church,
the communion of saints, 


the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, 


and the life everlasting.  
Amen.

* ‘catholic’ here meaning 'universal'

GOD RECEIVES OUR OFFERING
We sing LHS 227 O Spirit of the living God or Spirit Speaks – All Sons and Daughters as our offering is received 
We pray an offering prayer 
Holy God,
may the Spirit you give us
make us more and more like your Son,
loving and self-giving.
Amen.
We pray for ourselves and the world 

In the power of the Holy Spirit let us now pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs.

Dear heavenly Father, thank you for pouring your Spirit out so abundantly since Pentecost, and for uniting us with our Lord Jesus Christ and the blessings of his resurrection through your Spirit.  Continue to send the Holy Spirit into the world through the preaching and teaching of the church, and through your holy sacraments.  Bring many people to faith and open confession of Jesus as Lord.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Build up our faith and confidence here at [insert name of congregation], trusting your mighty power rather than our own feeble efforts.  Keep us close to your holy word, and stir us up to work for you in the ways you have gifted us and to the tasks you call us.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
You inspired the disciples with your Spirit to praise your marvelous deeds in many different languages. Unloose the tongues of all your people, so that we may joyfully confess you as our Lord and boldly proclaim our common faith to all the world. Bless the witness to Christ given by all the churches in this area; give all Christians the unity that is only possible through the Holy Spirit and your word of truth.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Your Spirit touched the hearts of those who heard the gospel from Peter. Sharpen the consciences of those who hear your word and convince them of its truth, so that they may turn from their sins and receive the gift of forgiveness. Open the minds and hearts of those in our homes, in our neigbourhoods and in our workplaces to hear and believe.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Your Spirit brought healing and hope through the good news of Jesus' resurrection.  Give this same healing and hope to all who are sick or distressed today, including those known to us personally to be in need and whom we now name in our hearts... (brief silence)

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
You united people from many different nations and cultures by your Holy Spirit. Bring together those who have been divided by misunderstanding, hatred, and mistrust, and join us with them and all the angels as we adore you forever; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reign with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

(other prayers may follow)
You united people from many different nations and cultures by your Holy Spirit. Bring together those who have been divided by misunderstanding, hatred, and mistrust, and join us with them and all the angels as we adore you forever; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reign with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

We pray the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth 
as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours

now and forever.  Amen. 

GOD BLESSES US

We go with God
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit we may abound in hope. 

And the blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with us always.


Amen.
We sing LH 129 Breathe on me, Breath of God OR All Creatures of Our God and King – Sovereign Grace
