Prayer of the Church – Seventh Sunday of Epiphany, Year C

As people who have received new life from the Spirit, let us pray in the name of our resurrected Lord Jesus.

Almighty God, giver of all things, we give thanks for all your goodness. We bless you for the love which has created us, and which sustains us from day to day. We praise you for the gift of your Son, our Saviour, through whom you have made known your will and grace. We thank you for the Holy Spirit, the comforter; for your holy Church; for the means of grace; for the lives of all faithful and good people; and for the hope of the life to come. Help us to treasure in our hearts all that you have done for us, Lord, and enable us to show our thankfulness by lives that are wholly given to your service. We pray for your church, that it may be a sign of forgiveness in the world.
Listen to our prayer, O Lord, and hear our cry for help.

Save and defend your whole Church, purchased with the precious blood of Christ. Make it perfect in love and in all good works, and establish it in the faith delivered to the saints. Sanctify and unite your people in all the world, that one holy Church may bear witness to you, the creator and redeemer of all. We pray for those divided by enmity and hatred, asking that by forgiveness broken relationships might be restored.
Listen to our prayer, O Lord, and hear our cry for help.

We pray especially today for those whose poverty has reduced them to begging. Work in our hearts, Heavenly Father, that we may see their need before they need to ask for it. We ask for the gift of generosity, that the resources of the world may be shared by all.

Listen to our prayer, O Lord, and hear our cry for help.

Sanctify our homes with your presence and joy. Keep our children in the covenant of their baptism, and enable their parents to rear them in a life of faith and devotion. We ask for your love and healing for families that are divided or alienated from one another. 
Listen to our prayer, O Lord, and hear our cry for help.

Preserve our nation in justice and honour, that we may lead a peaceable life of integrity. Grant health and favour to our leaders, local, state and national. We pray, for magistrates and judges, that they may temper justice with due compassion.
Listen to our prayer, O Lord, and hear our cry for help.

Comfort with the grace of your Holy Spirit all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity. Have mercy on those who are dying, that they may know the hope of the resurrection. Bring consolation to those who are mourning the loss of a dear one.
Listen to our prayer, O Lord, and hear our cry for help.

Lord, teach us to give as we have received, and to forgive as we have been forgiven. Hear our prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.
