Notes on the Readings, Sixth Sunday after Epiphany, Year C
Jeremiah 17:5-10: Israel had been given everything material and spiritual by a bountiful God, and yet obstinately set its heart to idols. Here Jeremiah highlights the differing results of a true and divergent faith. Those whose hearts have turned away from the Lord are like a shrivelled and stunted shrub in the wilderness. It receives no moisture or nourishment. A tree, however, which is properly situated and watered can always produce healthy fruit and survive threatening stresses. The all-knowing God will always search out and test both heart and life.

1 Corinthians 15:12-20: Some of the Greeks at Corinth, while continuing to believe in the shadowy existence of the soul in the after-life, could not agree to a true bodily resurrection. Paul here points out that if Christ himself rose from the dead, and they could not argue with that, then it is illogical to say that no one else could rise. If Christ did not rise then the apostles were liars, their message of forgiveness is futile, all faith and hope in him is an empty sham. Christians then are pitiable. But Christ did rise. Therefore there will be harvest.

Luke 6:17-26: After Jesus had called the twelve, he paused in a location where large crowds could surround him. People had come from all parts of Judea and as far away as Phoenicia. The extraordinary preaching and healing ministry was in demonstration of his messianic mission from the heavenly Father. His particular words to the disciples promised compensatory blessings for future poverty, hunger, sadness or rejection, but woes upon those who preferred the riches, surfeit, happiness and popularity of the world. True prophets of old experienced the former things, false prophets the latter.

