Notes on the Readings, Fourth Sunday in Lent, Year A
1 SAMUEL 16:1-13: King Saul, the first king of Israel anointed by the prophet Samuel, had rejected God's will for his administration and was thus rejected by God as king. God had rested his spirit on Saul at his anointing but was now sending Samuel to Bethlehem to anoint a new future king. Samuel's preferred choice among the sons of Jesse was declined by the Lord. God's choice rested on the inmost heart rather than the outward appearance. The boy David was not even old enough to have been invited to the occasion. Brought in from the field, this shepherd boy was anointed by Samuel to be God's future ruler over Israel.
EPHESIANS 5:8-14: The Ephesian Christians were converts who had previously lived in paganism. Paul reminds them that because Christ is the light of the world, those who live in Christ also live in his light. The darkness of paganism has its own deeds and lifestyle. Christ' s light has its fruits in those who live in it. Not only are Christians to live in the light, but they are also to use it to expose darkness and bring it into the light.

JOHN 9:1-41: Jesus' miracle of giving sight to the man born blind symbolically demonstrated the truth of his light. This was met with anger by the religious leaders of the Jews. They were blinded by obsession with a humanised and legalised style of God's law. They thus closed their eyes to Jesus' messiahship and the truth of his teaching. The man's parents and neighbours didn't want to know anything in the face of the Pharisees' aggressive witch-hunting tactics. Left on his own, the man persistently answered the plain simple truth but was eventually cast out of the synagogue (excommunicated) for his honesty and testimony concerning Jesus. Hearing of this, Jesus sought him out, affirmed the man in his action, and then confirmed his messiahship to him.  Those who are determined to remain in their rejection harden themselves in their blindness and thereby remain in their sin.

