 Christmas Eve Word & Prayer 
GOD WELCOMES US
We come to God  
Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:
to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord.
This will be a sign for you:
you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.
(Luke 2:10-12 NRSV)
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,

Amen.
We confess our sin and God forgives us

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other.

We confess to you, almighty God,
before the whole company of heaven,
and to each other,
that we have sinned in thought, word and deed,
by our own fault.
Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake,
forgive us all our sins,
and bring us to eternal life. Amen.

May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins.

Amen.

We light the Christ candle and pray

Lord Jesus, you are the light of the world, 

God from God, and light from light. 

Thank you for coming to be with us. 

Help us to shine with your light.

Amen.

We sing LHS 21 Of the Fathers love begotten OR Of the Father's Love Begotten - New Scottish Hymns Band
We pray Psalm 96

Sing to the Lord a new song;

    sing to the Lord, all the earth.

Sing to the Lord, praise his name;

    proclaim his salvation day after day.

Declare his glory among the nations,

    his marvelous deeds among all peoples.

Today a Saviour has been born to us; he is Christ the Lord.

For great is the Lord and most worthy of praise;

    he is to be feared above all gods.

For all the gods of the nations are idols,

    but the Lord made the heavens.

Splendour and majesty are before him;

    strength and glory are in his sanctuary.

Today a Saviour has been born to us; he is Christ the Lord.

Ascribe to the Lord, all you families of nations,

    ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.

Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name;

    bring an offering and come into his courts.

Worship the Lord in the splendour of his holiness;

    tremble before him, all the earth.

Say among the nations, “The Lord reigns.”

    The world is firmly established, it cannot be moved;

    he will judge the peoples with equity.

Today a Saviour has been born to us; he is Christ the Lord.

Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad;

    let the sea resound, and all that is in it.

Let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them;

    let all the trees of the forest sing for joy.

Let all creation rejoice before the Lord, for he comes,

    he comes to judge the earth.

He will judge the world in righteousness

    and the peoples in his faithfulness.

Today a Saviour has been born to us; he is Christ the Lord.

We pray a Christmas Prayer

The Lord be with you

And also with you.

Let us pray for true Christmas joy. [silence]

Lord God, 

we thank you for making this holy night shine 

with the true light of your Son. 

As we celebrate his birth as a human child, 

fill us with the joy of heaven. 

For he lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen.
GOD SPEAKS TO US
We listen to God’s word 

Old Testament Reading (Isaiah 9:2-7)
Hear the word of the Lord as it is written in the prophet Isaiah, chapter 9, verses 2 to 7. 

(after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God
Epistle Reading (Titus 2:11-14)

Hear the word of the Lord as it is written in Titus, chapter 2, verses 11 to 14.

(after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Gospel Reading (Luke 2:1-14)

Hear the gospel of the Lord as it is written in the Gospel according to St Luke, chapter 2, verses 1 to 14. 

(after the gospel)

This is the gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ, Light of the world.

Lord Jesus, thank you for being born a baby in Bethlehem.

Help us always to give glory and praise to God. 

Amen.
We sing LHS 19 Come thou Saviour of our race OR Saviour In A Manger - Emu Music
We listen to the address

We confess our faith 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, 

from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic* church,
the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  

Amen.

* ‘catholic’ here meaning 'universal'

God Receives Our Offering
We sing LHS 33 Hark the herald angels sing OR Hark the Herald Angels Sing - Chris Tomlin as our offering is received 

We pray for ourselves and the world 

We rejoice with Mary and Joseph, the angels, and the shepherds, at the birth of our Lord Jesus. Let us now ask him to help us.

Lord Jesus, hear us.

When the time was right, you came to earth as one of us.
Help those who wait for you to recognise your coming.

Lord Jesus, hear us.

You have come to live among us, full of grace and truth.
Live in our hearts, and show your grace to others through us.

Lord Jesus, hear us.

You have brought us pardon and peace with our heavenly Father.
Help us to please him by living at peace with each other.

Lord Jesus, hear us.

Your birth brought blessing to Mary and Joseph.
Bless our homes this Christmas, and make our families a blessing to others.

Lord Jesus, hear us.

You gave up your riches in heaven, and were born among the poor here on earth.
Show those who are poor your love through us.

Lord Jesus, hear us.

You are the Prince of Peace, and Lord of all.
Guide the nations of the world, and help them to work together for justice and peace.

Lord Jesus, hear us.

You took on our human weakness.
Strengthen the weak, heal the sick, and comfort those who suffer.

Lord Jesus, hear us.

You have brought great joy to all people.
Gladden those who are sad, lonely, and depressed.

Lord Jesus, hear us.

Your birth brings us light and life.
Comfort the dying with the light of your presence, 
and lead them through death to eternal life.

Lord Jesus, hear us.

As we travel on the journey to our heavenly home, let your light shine on us, so that we may see your glory and, together with the angels and all your people, praise our heavenly Father, now and forever.

Amen.

We pray the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever.  Amen. 
GOD BLESSES US
We go with God     

Christ the Son of God give you joy and peace by his presence with you; Go in peace, and live in the joy of Christmas.

Thanks be to God.


We sing LHS 629 Silent Night OR Silent Night - Chris Tomlin
