The Festival of the Conversion of St Paul Lay Reading Service

We come to God 
God said to Ananias: ‘Paul is an instrument whom I have chosen
to bring my name before Gentiles and kings
and before the people of Israel.’  (Acts 9:15 NRSV)
Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

We sing LHS 503 We love the place O God OR King Of Love - I AM THEY
We confess our sins to God and receive forgiveness in Jesus’ name 
Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we confess to you that by nature we are sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against you by thought, word and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to your infinite mercy and plead for your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Most merciful God, you have given your only Son to die for us: Have mercy on us, and for his sake grant us forgiveness of all our sins. By your Holy Spirit increase our knowledge of you and your will, and make us obedient to your word, so that by your grace we may come to eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy on us, and has given his only Son to die for us, and for his sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in his name he has given the right to become children of God, and has given them his Holy Spirit. Whoever believes and is baptised will be saved. Grant this, Lord, to us all.

Amen.

We pray Psalm 67
May God be gracious to us and bless us
    and make his face shine on us – 
so that your ways may be known on earth,
    your salvation among all nations.
Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you. (Ps 67:5 NRSV)
May the peoples praise you, God;
    may all the peoples praise you.
May the nations be glad and sing for joy,
    for you rule the peoples with equity
    and guide the nations of the earth.
May the peoples praise you, God;
    may all the peoples praise you.
Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
The land yields its harvest;
    God, our God, blesses us.
May God bless us still,
    so that all the ends of the earth will fear him.
Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
We pray the Prayer of the Day 
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.

Almighty God,
you let the light of the gospel
shine throughout the world
through the preaching of your servant St Paul.
Lead us who celebrate his wonderful conversion
to follow him in bearing witness to your truth.
We ask this through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
God speaks to us through the Bible Readings
First Reading Acts 9:1-22 Christ appears to Saul on the road to Damascus
Response:

This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Second Reading Galatians 1:11-24 Paul received the gospel through a revelation of Jesus Christ
Response:

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Gospel Luke 21:10-19 Persecution becomes an opportunity for witness
Response:

This is the gospel of the Lord
Praise be to you, O Christ.

We sing LHS 396 Lead thou me on OR Lights - Emu Youth
God speaks to us through the Sermon
We confess our faith
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

*or: Christian; 'catholic' here means 'universal'
We sing LHS 851 Amazing Grace OR Broken Vessels (Amazing Grace) - Hillsong Worship
We pray for ourselves and the world
On our own we can never come to Jesus Christ, our Lord, or believe in him, no matter how hard we try. But the Holy Spirit has called us to Jesus by the good news about him. So let us pray to the Father for all our needs in the name of Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit.

God of mercy, we pray for the enemies of the church, that they will come to know your power and love, and repent of their actions and words. Give us wisdom and strength when we face persecution of any kind, and help us to turn away anger with words of love.
Lord, in your mercy

Hear our prayer

Lord God, we especially pray for all who preach the gospel in dangerous circumstances. Protect our missionaries and all who serve in your name in places where Christianity is under attack. 
Lord, in your mercy

Hear our prayer

Gracious Father, move in the hearts of the unrepentant and all who are trapped in sin, that they may learn repentance and faith. Inspire our words and deeds so that we might better reflect your glory to all who are lost. Forgive us when we get in the way of your message through our human failings and weakness.
Lord, in your mercy

Hear our prayer

God of love, we bring before you all who are sick or in need today. We pray for all who are struggling with illness including [insert names here]. Bring them healing and peace. Lord, we also ask you to be with all those who are mourning, including [insert names here]. Fill them with your comfort and the assurance of your tender mercy and saving power.
Lord, in your mercy

Hear our prayer

Heavenly Father, we thank you for calling St Paul as the apostle to the Gentiles, so that we might hear the gospel of Jesus Christ. Make us always ready to answer your call to repentance and faith, so that we may do the work you have called us to do; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

We pray the Lord’s Prayer







Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and forever. 

Amen.

God blesses us
The blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with us always.

Amen.

We sing LHS 509 Bless our going out O Lord OR Saved My Soul - CityAlight 
