Pentecost 17B (Proper 20)

Service of the word

Opening Responses
Praise God! For the Lord our God is King.

Let us rejoice and be glad; let us praise his greatness.

Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty,

who was, and is, and is to come.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,

to receive honour and glory and praise.

He loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood,

and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father.

To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb,

be praise and honour and glory and power, forever and ever. Amen.

We sing LHS 399 In Thee O lord I put my trust OR Phil Wickham - This is Amazing Grace
Confession and Absolution

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other.

We confess to you, almighty God,
before the whole company of heaven,
and to each other,
that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed 
by our own fault.
Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake,
forgive us all our sins,
and bring us to eternal life. Amen.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy on us, and has given his only Son to die for us, and for his sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in his name he has given the right to become children of God, and has given them his Holy Spirit. Whoever believes and is baptised will be saved. Grant this, Lord, to us all. Amen.

Apostles’ Creed

As God’s people through our baptism into Christ, let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, 
from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen

*or: Christian; 'catholic' here means 'universal'

Psalm 54
Save me, O God, by your name;
    vindicate me by your might.
Hear my prayer, O God;
    listen to the words of my mouth.
God is my helper; it is
the Lord who sustains my life.
(Ps. 54:4)
Arrogant foes are attacking me;
    ruthless people are trying to kill me –
    people without regard for God.
God is my helper; it is
the Lord who sustains my life.
Surely God is my help;
    the Lord is the one who sustains me.
God is my helper; it is
the Lord who sustains my life.
Let evil recoil on those who slander me;
    in your faithfulness destroy them.
God is my helper; it is
the Lord who sustains my life.
I will sacrifice a freewill offering to you;
    I will praise your name, Lord, for it is good.
You have delivered me from all my troubles,
    and my eyes have looked in triumph on my foes.
God is my helper; it is
the Lord who sustains my life.
Prayer of the Day 

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Let us pray that we become more like Jesus. [silence]
Loving and self-giving God,
teach us to follow the example of your Son, Jesus,
who was like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter.
Lead us to be submissive to you,
and kind and considerate to others.
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Readings 
First Reading: Jeremiah 11:18-20 

Second Reading: James 3:13 – 4:3,7,8a 

Gospel: Mark 9:30-37 
We sing LHS 157 Jesus, Lord and precious Saviour OR I Will Trust My Saviour Jesus - CityAlight 
Sermon

We sing LHS 359 Thee will I love my strength verses 1,4,5,6 OR Because we bear your name (AT 292)
Offering Prayer

Thank you, God, for giving us so much,
especially your Son, Jesus Christ.
As you have loved and accepted us,
teach us to love and accept others.
Make us peace-loving
and ready to serve.
Amen.
Prayer of the Church
The Lord has called us to live not for ourselves but for God and for others. Therefore let us pray to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit in the confidence that if we draw near to God he will draw near to us and hear us.

Heavenly Father: thank you for loving us sufficiently to catch us doing wrong, and to question us about our beliefs and behaviours.  Open our hearts to receive your scrutiny gladly, knowing that you love to forgive us and restore us, for Jesus' sake.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Continue to question your people about the things that matter - about our goals and visions, about our thoughts and actions, about our motives and beliefs.  Expose our error, forgive us our sin, teach us the truth, and lead us along the way of Christ.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Give your people grace and truth as we listen to each other, as we challenge one another, and as we support each other, especially in our own family, this congregation and the Lutheran Church of Australia.  Direct us to understand and use your law and gospel properly, for unity and peace among us, and for the salvation of many.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Protect the world from bitter envy and selfish ambition.  Let the rule of law prevail over all disorder, terrorism, and evil.  Reform all institutions which have distorted your good law, and bring our society to thank you for the proper direction of conscience, social manners and public law.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Relieve those affected by violent weather and other natural disasters.  Bring all people to use the good things of your creation properly, giving thanks to you, and working for the benefit of the poorest and weakest among us.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, draw us all to take refuge in Christ - when our conscience troubles us and when it doesn't.  Help us not to seek greatness in ourselves but spur us on to serve others, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray.

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer

Finally, let us pray for all those things which our Lord would have us ask, saying:

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
We sing LHS 177 O my saviour lifted OR High And Lifted Up - Hillsong Worship
Blessing

Go in peace, and serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

The blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with you (us) always.

Amen.

