Advent Prayer Lay Reading Service

We come to God 
I will send my messenger to prepare the way for me.
Then the Lord you are looking for will suddenly come to his temple. (Mal 3:1 TEV)
Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

We sing LHS 355 May we Thy precepts OR All My Ways are Known to You - CityAlight 
We light the Second Advent Candle

Lord Jesus, you are the light of the world. 

The prophets foretold 

that you would bring peace to the world

and save your people. 

Bring peace to our hearts, 

and show God's love to all people.

Amen.

We confess our sins to God and receive forgiveness in Jesus’ name 
Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we confess to you that by nature we are sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against you by thought, word and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to your infinite mercy and plead for your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Most merciful God, you have given your only Son to die for us: Have mercy on us, and for his sake grant us forgiveness of all our sins. By your Holy Spirit increase our knowledge of you and your will, and make us obedient to your word, so that by your grace we may come to eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy on us, and has given his only Son to die for us, and for his sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in his name he has given the right to become children of God, and has given them his Holy Spirit. Whoever believes and is baptised will be saved. Grant this, Lord, to us all.

Amen.
We share the peace 
We pray Luke 1:68-79 The Song of Zechariah
‘Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel,
    because he has come to his people and redeemed them.
He has raised up a horn of salvation for us
    in the house of his servant David
(as he said through his holy prophets of long ago),
salvation from our enemies
    and from the hand of all who hate us –
to show mercy to our ancestors
    and to remember his holy covenant,
    the oath he swore to our father Abraham:
to rescue us from the hand of our enemies,
    and to enable us to serve him without fear
    in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.
In the tender compassion of our God, the dawn from on high shall break upon us. (Luke 1:78 ELLC)
And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High;
    for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him,
to give his people the knowledge of salvation
    through the forgiveness of their sins,
because of the tender mercy of our God,
    by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven
to shine on those living in darkness
    and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the path of peace.’ 
In the tender compassion of our God, the dawn from on high shall break upon us.
We pray the Prayer of the Day 
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.

Stir up our hearts, Lord,
to prepare the way for your only Son.
Help us by his coming
to serve you with pure hearts and minds.
We ask this through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
God speaks to us through the Bible Readings
First Reading: Malachi 3:1-4 The day of judgement is near
Response:

The time has come for us to wake up from our sleep.

Let the word of Christ dwell in us richly.
Second Reading: Philippians 1:3-11 Be ready for the day of Christ
Response:

The time has come for us to wake up from our sleep.

Let the word of Christ dwell in us richly.

Gospel: Luke 3:1-6 All people will see the salvation of our God
Response:

The time has come for us to wake up from our sleep.

Let the word of Christ dwell in us richly.
God speaks to us through the Children’s Address
We sing LHS 381 O God our father, throned on high OR The Servant King - Graham Kendrick
God speaks to us through the Sermon
We confess our faith
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

*or: Christian; 'catholic' here means 'universal'
We sing LHS 12 Comfort, comfort ye My people OR LHS 732 - Comfort, comfort – Robin Mann
We pray for ourselves and the world
John the Baptist came to prepare the way for the coming of Jesus Christ. Let us pray for God's help and healing through Christ.

Heavenly Father: We praise and thank you for the cleansing waters of baptism and our adoption as your heirs and co-heirs with Christ. Strengthen our faith and bless all who are preparing for baptism at this time, and those undergoing instruction.

Lord in your mercy:  Hear our prayer

Bless and watch over your church as it prepares for the celebration of the birth of Christ. Help us all to prepare for the coming of Christ by living a life of repentance. May the light of Christ uncover our sin so that we might be released from its destructive power.

Lord in your mercy:  Hear our prayer

We pray for the missions of the church and those called to preach the gospel. May all those who hear the gospel believe the good news and turn to you in faith. Help us to prepare the way for the gospel by pursuing justice in our society. Be with our pastors and lay workers and fill them with your spirit of truth and love. Call and inspire more people to serve you in public ministry for the harvest is plentiful but the labourers are few.

Lord in your mercy:  Hear our prayer

Graciously protect us from fire and flood, from war and disease, from famine and strife and from every kind of disaster. Support all people in their proper vocation, and help all those who are unemployed. Bless our arts and culture, our science and technology. Be with all widows and widowers, and provide for all children who have lost their parents. Help those who are sick and in need, and comfort those who are lonely and in trouble, in particular we uphold to you in prayer (insert names)…
Lord in your mercy:
Hear our prayer

Lord God, as your servant John the Baptist called your people to prepare a way for the Lord, let us always be prepared to receive the blessings that you freely give us through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.
We pray the Lord’s Prayer







Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and forever. 

Amen.

God blesses us
May Christ, the Sun of righteousness, shine on us and make us ready to meet him when he comes in glory.

And the blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with us always.

Amen.

We sing LHS 13 On Jordan's banks the Baptist cry OR Prepare the Way - Eric Nuzum
