LH 322
Dear Christians, one and all rejoice

Tune: Nun freut euch


(As in TIS, no. 196; extra verses not in TIS given below)

1
Dear Christians, one and all, rejoice,


let's celebrate together;


let's sing with joy and confidence


about our loving Saviour;


proclaim the great things God has done,


the battle fought, the victory won,


and how much it has cost him.

2
Once Satan held me in his chains,


I suffered night and morning,


for I was lost in death through sin,


the sin that I was born in.


My heart was filled with deep despair;


I feared that only death was there,


and I'd be lost for ever.

3
But long ago God saw my need;


his mercy would not leave me,


and he remembered his great love,


determined now to save me.


He turned a father's heart to me,


and, knowing what the cost would be,


gave up his dearest treasure.

4
God said to his belovèd Son:


'It's time to show compassion.


Then go, my heart's most precious crown,


and bring the poor salvation.


Release them from their sin's distress,


kill death, with all its bitterness,


that they may live for ever.'

5
To me Christ said: 'Hold on to me,


and I will go before you;


I wholly give myself to you,


and I will struggle for you.


My life will swallow death, and win;


my innocence bears all your sin,


and you are blest for ever.'

Nun freut euch, lieben Christen gmein

Martin Luther 1483-1546

Tr David Schubert (1989)

Extra verses of LH 322 Dear Christians, one and all rejoice, not in TIS

V2 above has been compiled from the following two verses:


Once Satan held me in his chains,


I suffered night and morning,


for I was lost in death through sin,


the sin that I was born in.


And deeper, deeper still I fell,


my life became a living hell,


for sin had taken over.


Corrupt and worthless were my deeds,


the best that I was giving.


My free will hated God's just laws,


no good in me was living.


My heart was filled with deep despair;


I feared that only death was there,


and I'd be lost for ever.

The following verse may be inserted after v 4 above.


The Son obeyed his Father's will,


and, born of virgin mother,


he came to live on earth for me,


that he might be my brother.


His power and might he kept disguised;


he took my form, and was despised,


that he might capture Satan.

V5 above has been compiled from the following two verses:


To me Christ said: 'Hold on to me,


and I will go before you;


I wholly give myself to you,


and I will struggle for you.


I'm yours, and you belong to me,


and where I am, there you shall be;


the devil shall not part us.


'Though he will shed my precious blood,


and though my life is taken,


all this I suffer for your good;


let faith remain unshaken.


My life will swallow death, and win;


my innocence bears all your sin,


and you are blest for ever.'

The following two verses may be added at the end.


'Now to my Father I return,


but even though I leave you,


I will remain your loving Lord;


the Spirit I will give you.


And he will comfort you in need,


teach you to know me as your God,


and into truth will lead you.


'Now all that I have done and taught


should guide your life and teaching;


so may the name of God be praised,


his kingdom be increasing.


But watch that people do not take


my gift away, by laws they make;


this final word I leave you.'

Tr David Schubert (1989)
