
AGENDA 4.2.2.1 

Lutherans for Life 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
MAJOR ACHIEVEMENTS AND KEY RESULTS AGAINST PLAN 

• Production of ‘Action Plan’ for ‘Promoting Life in the LCANZ’ project, in collaboration 
with CSBQ 

• Production of video ’10 positive ways Christians can respond to abortion’ for website  
• Purchase of Foetal Model and development of educational resources to accompany it   
• Planning and running of conference celebrating the beginnings of human life 

(September 2021) 
 
MEMBERS 
Lutherans for Life Council 
Margaret Pearce, Joshua Pfeiffer (Chair), Chelsea Pietsch, Janet Schoell  
 
Life News editors: Kimberley Pfeiffer (former), Trudi Skene (current)  
Consultant minute taker: Elizabeth (Beth) Matuschka 
 
BACKGROUND 
Lutherans for Life (LFL) was established in 1987 by a resolution of the LCA General Convention. 
LFL engages in charitable and educational activities related to the promotion and defence of the 
value of human life from conception to natural death.  
 
ACHIEVEMENTS/RESULTS AGAINST PLAN 
MAJOR ACTIVITIES AND OUTPUTS 

Introduction  
‘Lord, you knit me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made.’ (Psalm 139)  
In Australia these past few years, state after state has continued to pursue ever increasing 
access to abortion and euthanasia. We are now well and truly moving into a cultural space 
where our Christian confession regarding the value of human life is at odds with the 
surrounding society. Members of LFL reflect regularly on this reality, and are asking ourselves 
what it will look like into the future to do the sort of work we do? One thing we are convinced of 
is that the need is greater than ever, and that our hope is only ever in the One who gave us the 
gift of life in this world, and eternal life with Him through our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
Print and online presence  
Our regular newsletter ‘Life News’ continues to be one of our main points of contact with the 
wider Church. In addition to providing regular updates about life-related issues in Australian 
society, Life News also provides articles intended to educate, encourage and inspire our fellow 
Lutherans. The role of editor in this past synodical period passed from Kimberley Pfeiffer to 
Trudi Skene. We have also continued to maintain our online presence via our website and 
Facebook page which tends to reach a different audience. This past synodical period three 
members of our national committee produced a video titled ’10 positive ways Christians can 
respond to abortion’ which can be found on our website.  
 
Engagement within Church 



We endeavour to respond to requests for talks at Church events wherever we can, and in the 
past synodical period quite a number of these have happened. Among these were a Mission 
Festival in the Grampians Parish, events at St John’s Unley and St Petri, Nuriootpa, the LWSA 
Zone fellowship day and interaction with Australian Lutheran College students in their Moral 
Theology class. One of our committee members also provided some consultancy to one of our 
aged care institutions in thinking through possible policy regarding voluntary assisted dying.  
 
Engagement outside Church  
LFL members were quite involved this past synodical period in various initiatives to do with the 
South Australian abortion law reform. One of our group had the opportunity to speak to a group 
of MLCs at Parliament House, and another participated in the faith-based consultation for the 
abortion law reform process. We also produced several letters which were for our own Church, 
and as examples of what people may want to send to their own members of Parliament. In 
connection with this we have had involvement in the ‘Walk for Life’ where thousands of people 
gathered to express their concern about the trajectory of abortion and abortion law in South 
Australia. Our involvement included one of our group speaking at this event.  
 
 Commission on Social and Bioethical Questions  
We continue to work closely with CSBQ where our purposes overlap. At CSBQ’s request, we 
developed an ‘Action plan’ based on recommendations CSBQ produced in relation to a synodical 
motion regarding reducing abortion in Australia. An adapted version of this plan under the 
name ‘Promoting life in the LCA’ was subsequently approved by the College of Bishops and a 
number of our recent activities have been in connection with this. One of our group has also 
participated in a CSBQ working group on the doctrine of the two-kingdoms in relation to ethical 
decision making.  
 
ALC Pastor Graduate Dinners  
Each year we continue to host a dinner for the ALC pastoral graduates where we get to know 
them, share with them about Lutherans for Life, and present a small gift to encourage them in 
their ministry.  
 
Foetal model 
One successful project this past synodical period was the research and purchase of a foetal 
model, and then development of educational resources to accompany it. This model shows the 
stages of development of human life in the womb. We have used the model on several occasions 
now, including with a group of children, and it has worked well. Our intention is to use this 
model to teach about life in the womb in settings where we are invited to do so, as well as to 
make the model available for loan to groups who may want to use it themselves. Often people 
are hugely affected by the simple truth and reality of what is happening in these early weeks 
and months of human life, more so than through abstract explanations and arguments.  
 
 
 
Conference  
At time of writing, we are in the midst of plans for a conference which, God willing, will have 
taken place by the time of the LCANZ General Convention. This conference is entitled ‘Fearfully 
and wonderful made: celebrating the beginnings of human life’. The conference will be physically 
in Adelaide but available via Live-Stream to those around Australia and New Zealand. The 
conference will feature biblical, biological, personal, and philosophical perspectives on the 
beginning of human life and seeks to encourage, educate and inspire those attending.  
 
Branches  
As Chairperson of the national committee, engagement with our branches has not been a 
strength of mine. However, I would like to acknowledge the LFL branches and the work they 



have done in their local areas over many years in New Zealand, the Sunshine Coast (QLD), the 
Darling Downs (QLD), and the Riverland (SA).  
 
Conclusion  
Many thanks to those who have served faithfully on the LFL national committee in this past 
synodical period, and to all those who seek to promote the sanctity of human life in their daily 
vocations. As noted in the introduction, we are moving into a new phase in our society where 
the Christian confession that life is sacred from conception to natural death is more challenged 
than ever before. May Christ Jesus, the Lord of Life, continue to strengthen and equip us to keep 
before our minds and hearts the preciousness of every human life, and by his Spirit enable us to 
love and serve our neighbour no matter how weak and vulnerable they may be.  
 
 
LESSONS LEARNT AND CHALLENGES 
One issue we have faced recently is the lack of a physical space for our committee. We have 
various resources and often do not know where best to store them.  
 
 
COORDINATION AND COLLABORATION 
1. Commission on Social and Bioethical Questions – We have continued to report to and 

communicate regularly with CSBQ, including LFL representatives attending CSBQ meetings. 
Kimberley Pfeiffer from CSQB has served as a main contact. We worked closely with CSBQ in 
providing an action plan to operationalise their recommendations on reducing abortion in 
Australia.  

2. Assistant to the Bishop – Public Theology – We have continued to have open lines of 
communication with Nick Schwartz in this role and have responded on several occasions to 
requests for help in life-related issues with which he is engaging.  

3. Commission on Worship – we are in the process of engaging with the COW in order to 
explore worship resources being available during the year which promote the sanctity of 
human life  
 

FINANCE/BUDGET 
LUTHERANS FOR LIFE 
FINANCE REPORT 

 
2020 

 
2019 

 
2018 

Total available at beginning of year 15,320 15,169 15,546 
Cash raised in the year 3,737 3,697 4,346 

 ________ ________ ________ 
 
 

Cash expended in the year 2,668 3,546 4,723 
                                                                                                   ________                      ________                    _________ 
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