A Sample Obituary

Frederick Gustav Braun was born in Woolshed Rise Hospital on 3rd February, 1923. His mother was Nora (nee Schmidt) and his father Johann Gustav Braun. He was the first of 12 children, 7 boys and 5 girls. He was baptised on 9th March the same year in St Martin's Lutheran Church by Pastor Saegenschnitter.
At the age of 2½ years, Fred left Woolshed Rise with his parents and went to live at Mt Tribulation. They travelled with two wagons and 10 horses. His mother took him and a baby sister in the German wagon which was loaded with goods. His father took the trolley, which was loaded with some hay and grain. Their final destination was Jubilee, a farm near Mt Tribulation.

Fred went to school at Mt Tribulation, walking four and a half miles on an often muddy track to school. He was confirmed on the 13th December 1936 in St John's Lutheran Church, Mt Tribulation by Pastor J. A. Feuermacher.
At the age of 21, Fred returned to Woolshed Rise to work in his uncle's mechanic's business. In about 1942, he joined the Woolshed Rise Lutheran Young People’s Society. At this time Fred saved up to buy an old truck which he used to take young people to concerts, parties, rallies and occasionally to the beach. He often used to have many fond memories of all the things they could do back then which they would never be allowed to do today! 
In 1948, Fred met his future wife Mavis, who lived at Stony Pass. They met at a youth social in Emu Downs. She was staying in Emu Downs for 3 months helping look after her cousin's children. Fred began carting chaff and hay to Mt Tribulation and would then go on to Stony Pass to visit Mavis. Of course they also wrote to each other frequently. Fred would often joke that he wrote more in that one year than he did for the rest of his life. While they were still courting, Fred worked hard to built the home he and Mavis would eventually live in. They were married at St Peter's Lutheran Church, Stony Pass.
Fred always loved working for the church. He was on the Property Committee for the St Martin's congregation, covering a period of about 30 years in total. He also helped build the church hall. Music was a great love of Fred's and he played Baritone in the Woolshed Rise town band, as well as singing faithfully in the church choir for many years. He was singing his favourite hymns right to the day of his death.
In his working life, Fred did many things. He carted straw as well as hay for the Woolshed Rise Chaff factory. He carted wood from Mt Tribulation to the people in the district and the towns around. He picked grapes seasonally for 30 years in the Riverland, and also worked for George Smith and Son for a number of years until he retired. Fred was also a faithful member of the Country Fire Service for some 30 years.

A life-long hobby for Fred was fishing. He bought a 120 yard net for 100 pounds and often fished at Sandy Beach, in an area which was affectionately known as "Fred's Bay.” They sold surplus fish in the local area. 

In his later years, Fred and Mavis moved to a unit at Churchman Street, Woolshed Rise for four years, and then lived for nearly two years in the Rest Haven retirement home. In 2005, he was joined there by Mavis, where they shared a room together. He was taken home to his Lord just before midnight on Tuesday 17th March, 2007. In his life, Fred and Mavis were blessed with 3 sons, 2 daughters and 12 grandchildren.
We give thanks to God our Father through Jesus Christ our Lord for our brother Fred.
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