Prayer of the Church, Epiphany 5C
As people who have been cleansed of our guilt, let us come into the presence of God in the name of Jesus, to pray for the needs of the church and the whole world.

Lord, keep us faithful to your word; and help us remain faithful to the teaching we have received from the apostles.

Lord, hear us.

Lord, hear our prayer.
We pray for all those you call to serve as prophets in our land today: inspire them to be faithful to their calling, even if their message is not welcome. Keep them strong in faith and bold in proclaiming your Word.

Lord, hear us.

Lord, hear our prayer.
Lord Jesus sends us out as His living presence in the world. Give us courage and purpose to be fishers of people, sharing your kingdom with all who are burdened by guilt and sin, so they may know the forgiveness of Christ.
Lord, hear us.

Lord, hear our prayer.
Creator God, as you call each one of us to serve you and glorify your name in all the world, we pray that we may be diligent in our proper vocations. Be with those who are seeking employment, and for those who are preparing to enter the work force. 

Lord, hear us.
Lord, hear our prayer.
There are so many industries in our nation. Today as we remember your call to those fishermen, we ask your blessing on the fishing industry. Bless them with wisdom to use the resources of the sea wisely.

Lord, hear us.

Lord, hear our prayer.
Please have mercy of those who are sick or dying, especially (insert names here). Let them know your presence dear Lord. Comfort and heal them according to your good and gracious will.

Lord, hear us.

Lord, hear our prayer.
Lord, let us hear you as you call us into your service, so that wherever we live or work, we may be witnesses to you. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
