Liturgy and Prayers - Sunday, 5 February 2023 – Fifth Sunday after Epiphany, Year A

Opening sentence

When you call, the Lord will answer;
when you cry for help, he will say, Here I am.  (Isa 58:9 NRSV)
OR
What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 
nor the human heart conceived,
what God has prepared for those who love him –
these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit.
(1 Cor 2:9 NRSV)
Prayer of the day - (Collect):

Traditional

O Lord,
watch over your family
with your constant loving-kindness,
so that those who rely solely
on the hope of your heavenly grace
may always be defended by your protection;
through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Modernised Traditional

Lord, in your constant goodness
watch over your family.
May we who rely solely
on your undeserved love for us
always be defended by your power.
We ask this through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Alternative

(Let us pray for faith in Christ. [silence])
Almighty and merciful God,
you sent your only Son as the word of life
for our eyes to see and our ears to hear.
Help us to believe with joy
what the Scriptures proclaim.
We ask this through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
New

(Let us pray that we are light to those around us. [silence])
Faithful God,
you have called us to be a light shining in the world.
Make us reflect the light of Christ,
so that people see your love and goodness
in our words and actions.
We ask this through your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Alleluia Verse

Alleluia, alleluia.
Jesus said: You are the light of the world.
Let your light shine. (Matt 5:14,16 NRSV)
Alleluia.
Prayer after the Gospel

This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Thank you, Lord Jesus, for fulfilling the law and the prophets.
Make us faithful in doing what God requires,
so that we may be salt and light in the world.
Amen.
Offering Prayer

Almighty God,
we thank you that you have revealed your wisdom,
the wisdom of Christ crucified.
Teach us to live as your people.
Make us salt and light in the world,
and help us to give of ourselves to those in need.
Amen.
Prayer of the Church
Additional Prayer Points
LCA International Mission
Services with Holy Communion:

Preface

It is indeed right and good,
Lord God, holy Father,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to you,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
You have sent your only Son
to appear among us as a human being,
and through him
you have fully revealed
the light of your presence to us.
And so, with angels and archangels,
and with all the company of heaven,
we adore and praise your glorious name:

Communion Invitation

Jesus says:
‘The bread that God gives
is he who comes down from heaven
and gives life to the world.’
(Thanks be to God.)
Come, everything is ready.

Prayer after Communion

Heavenly Father,
in the beginning you created light
and at the right time
you sent your Son
to be the true light of the world.
Through the gift of his body and blood,
shine in our hearts and lives,
so that we may share
in the inheritance of all the saints in the light.
For he lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

OR use the third prayer of the day (as listed above) at this point. It may be modified as follows.

Almighty and merciful God,
you sent your only Son as the word of life
for our eyes to see and our ears to hear.
Help us by your gifts of word and sacrament
to believe with joy what they proclaim.
We ask this through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Dismissal

CLOSING SENTENCE (for use before or with the blessing)
The following sentence may be spoken entirely by the minister or responsively as indicated.
Let your light shine before others,
so that they may see your good works 
and give glory to your Father in heaven.  (Matt 5:16 NRSV)
DISMISSAL
Go in peace, for you have received the Spirit sent by God.
Thanks be to God.
OR  In the name of Christ. Amen.
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