
by Rev Dr Steen Olsen

Anja this morning?
She is so peaceful.”

“Have you seen

A welcome peace
I met Anja* when she had just been diagnosed  
with terminal cancer.

It happened many years ago, when I was a Lutheran 
chaplain in a large city hospital. We saw many patients 
who had come to Australia after the Second World War 
and had a Lutheran background but no connection with  
a congregation. 

That’s how I met Anja. She was 52 years of age, married 
with no children, baptised as an infant but never 
confirmed. She had no real knowledge of the story of  
Jesus and no active involvement with the church.

Over the weeks I visited Anja we became quite good 
friends, but she always refused my offer to pray for her 
and resisted any attempt on my part to bring God, the 
Bible or spiritual matters into our conversations. I guess 
some would have said I was wasting my time.

One day Anja was crying when I walked into her room. 

I asked her what was wrong, and she said that a social 
worker had come to see her ‘to tell me how to die’.  
I responded that I was there to talk about how to live. 
While I thought that was a pretty clever line, it got me 
nowhere with Anja.

Even so, I kept on visiting and we kept talking about many 
things. I also spent time with Anja’s husband, Wolfgang*.

Then one night the phone rang at 4.00 am. A nurse from 
the hospital apologised and asked if she had wakened me. 
She told me Anja had been crying ‘I want to die, I want to 
die’ all night, and they didn’t know what to do with her.  
I agreed to come in to see her. 

As soon as she saw me, Anja asked, ‘Will God accept me 
when I die?’ 

I responded that we can only come to God trusting that 
because of Jesus he will forgive us for the things we have 
done wrong. Anja closed her eyes, folded her hands and 
began speaking out loud to God, telling him all the ways 
she had failed him and the people around her. 

When Anja was finished I turned in my Bible to the end of 
John’s Gospel where it says, ‘If you forgive the sins of any, 
they are forgiven’, and I assured her she was forgiven.  
I then explained that faith is more than just believing that 
God exists; it’s trusting that when Jesus died on the cross 
he took our blame upon himself and died for us, so that  
we are forgiven. 
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To help you …
If you, or someone you know, is struggling with cancer or 
loneliness, ask for our FREE booklets:
• Coping with cancer
• Surviving breast cancer
• Cancer—courage through Christ
• Who cares when I hurt?
• Loneliness
• Speaking of care

On your radio …
October 12th 
You’re Welcome 
Do you feel afraid when you walk into a new place for the 
first time? Especially if you’re on your own. Thankfully Jesus 
welcomes everyone and wants everyone to come in his house.

October 19th 
Worth Fighting For 
“My mum left when I was 8 years old. Since then I’ve struggled 
with feeling unworthy, unlovable, not worth fighting for.” 
When you hear Sophie’s story of finding acceptance and a new 
kind of family, you’ll discover that God believes you’re worth 
fighting for.

Face to Face – mini movie
What does it feel like to be left out, ignored or rejected?  
How does it feel to be noticed, accepted and welcomed?  
Look out for a new Face to Face mini movie in October. 

Go to lutheranmedia.org.au for radio program times and to 
order any resources you’d like. Or simply call 1800 353 350. 

A welcome peace

As a church where love comes to life, 
we increase enthusiasm for mission 
by sharing how love is coming to life 
through individuals, families and 
communities. I would love to hear your 
thoughts and stories. Simply email me 
at steen.olsen@sa.lca.org.au

This means that, even though we die, we will be welcomed 
by Jesus to live with him forever. 

I asked Anja if she believed this. She said yes.

I prayed for her and we talked a bit more. She was on a 
substantial dose of pethidine and drifted in and out of 
consciousness.

The next morning I was back in the hospital around  
9.00 am and ran into Wolf in a corridor. He was radiant. 

‘Have you seen Anja this morning?’, he asked. ‘She is so 
peaceful.’ 

Wolf had come to the hospital only after the night staff 
had left, and he knew nothing of the dramas of the night 
before. We sat and chatted, and I explained what had 
happened.

The next night the phone rang at 1.00 am. I had told Anja 
to ask the staff to ring me if she needed me. (She didn’t 
really; she just felt like chatting a bit.) I told the night staff 
that if Anja really did need me, she was welcome to call  
me any time. 

The following night the phone didn’t ring. 

The night after that the phone rang again. Anja had died. 
She left this life in peace, confident she was going to 
another life where she would be welcomed in love.

How did this change happen in her life? Not because a 
clever pastor spoke the right words at the right time, that’s 
for sure. Rather, it was the Holy Spirit’s time. Anja and I had 
become friends and, when she was ready, I had very simply 
spoken the gospel of forgiveness to her. The Holy Spirit 
then worked faith and peace in her. 

That’s the opportunity for you and me—to build 
relationships with people and be available to them when 
they need us. We can share the welcome we have received 
from our heavenly Father. In so doing we can truly be a 
church where love comes to life. 

*names changed

If you are installing video projectors 
in churches or classrooms, JED 
offers Australian-made controllers 
to make it easier.

These simple devices turn the 
projector (or flat panel) ON and 
OFF and select an input, switching 
between a laptop, VCR or DVD. It can 
control the audio level, or MUTE or 
FREEZE the image, and even control 
electric screens directly.

They are wired directly to the projector, eliminating the 
complex hand-held IR remote pointed at the projector ...  
the sort that confuses all, and gets dropped, lost or stolen! 
Much easier for all to use.

Thousands are already in use in churches and schools all over 
Australia. The units are installed by A/V specialists: see the 
website for more details and an installer's list.

Installing video 
projectors?

JED Microprocessors Pty Ltd
www.jedmicro.com.au   (03) 9762 3588
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