NEWS
“People Saved By Baby”

Carol:
“O Come All Ye Faithful” (Children sing first verse as they process in with pastor)
Pastor:
We begin in the name of the Father, who sent his Son into the world. In the name of the Son, whose birth we celebrate again tonight. In the name of the Holy Spirit, through whom we are called to faith.

Cong:
Amen.

Pastor:
Strengthen all weary hands; steady all trembling knees and say to all faint hearts, Courage! Don’t be afraid! Look – your God is coming to save you.

Cong:
Our God is coming to save us.

Pastor:
He will save his people from their sins.

Cong:
He will rescue us from fear.

Pastor: 
The blind see again and the lame walk.

Cong:
Lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear.

Pastor:
The dead are raised to life and the Good News is proclaimed to the poor. Blessed is the one who does not lose faith in Him.

Cong:
Amen.
Pastor Introduction

Tonight the children will be presenting a Christmas drama titled “People saved by a baby”.  It will include Bible readings, carols and prayers interspersed throughout the story. 
To help set the scene, I would like you to imagine how things might have been if today’s technology was available 2000 years ago. We begin with Hannah at her house in the town of Bethlehem around the year 40AD. Hannah is just about to listen to her radio. 
Hannah enters, turns on the radio (which is playing a carol) and sits down to read a newspaper and to listen. The News theme music is heard. 
Announcer:


In the news headlines tonight:

· King Herod is planning talks with other Palestinian leaders in the coming weeks
· The census saga drags on as results are STILL being counted. Workers have given up and gone on strike, while some believe King Herod will introduce a new tax to cover the cost of this disaster.

· And in local news – forty years after the extraordinary event in which many people were allegedly ‘saved by a baby’, those events are still being discussed.
· This and more in our major bulletin at six
Hannah sits up and takes notice of the local news item… she puts down the paper and stands up.

Hannah:  
Saved by a baby! People saved by a baby! I wonder what that could mean? I think I’d better go and find out!
(Hannah leaves)
Choir:


“Rejoice, All Ye Believers”
(Children enter and sit in a semi-circle facing the congregation)
Prayer:


Let us pray. (Pause for a moment) 
Holy Spirit, come to us now so that we may hear our heavenly Father speaking. Open our eyes so that we may see the amazing thing he has done through this child. Warm our hearts so that we may receive every gift he has to offer. We pray in the name of the one born in Bethlehem! Jesus Christ our Saviour.

Cong:


Amen.
Hannah:


Have you heard the news? About the people saved by a baby?

Ruth:
(thinks)… In a way. I was just going to tell these kids about something that happened when I was as young as the children here.

Child 1
Saved by a baby! Was it like when the baby woke up and cried, and warned the parents about a fire in the house?

Child 2:


Or saved them from a snake?

Child 3:


Or scared off some robbers?

Ruth:
(laughing)… No, not like that at all! Now listen… My Mum and Dad ran the local Inn. So there were always people about and jobs to be done. I never had a proper home. Then, one night, it was really busy. There was a census, with lots of people from out of town and the place was packed! When I’d finished my jobs, I ran out to the stable – the only place you could get some peace and quiet. I saw a man and a young woman, who looked completely worn out. No wonder! She’d just given birth to a baby in that stable. And you know, even though they were tired, uncomfortable and cold, they made me feel at home. Mary, that was the mother’s name, told me the most amazing story. It went like this:

Narrator:


Luke 1: 26b –38
God sent the angel Gabriel to a virgin who lived in Nazareth, a town in Galilee. She was engaged to marry a man named Joseph from the family of David. Her name was Mary. The angel came to her and said, “Greetings! The Lord has blessed you and is with you.”

But Mary was very confused by what the angel said. Mary wondered, “What does this mean?”

The angel said to her, “Don’t be afraid, Mary, because God is pleased with you. Listen! You will become pregnant. You will give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and people will call him the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of King David, his ancestor. He will rule over the people of Jacob forever. His kingdom will never end.”

Mary said to the angel, “How will this happen? I am a virgin!”

The angel said to Mary, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will cover you. The baby will be holy. He will be called the Son of God. Now listen! Elizabeth, your relative, is very old. But she is also pregnant with a son. Everyone thought she could not have a baby, but she has been pregnant for six months. God can do everything!”

Mary said, “I am the servant girl of the Lord. Let this happen to me as you say!” Then the angel went away.

Carol:


“Away in A Manger” (by children)
Narrator:


Luke 2: 1–7 

At that time, Augustus Caesar sent an order to all people in the countries that were under Roman rule. The order said that they must list their names in a register. This was the first registration taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. And everyone went to their own towns to be registered.

So Joseph left Nazareth, a town in Galilee. He went to the town of Bethlehem in Judea. This town was known as the town of David. Joseph went there because he was from the family of David. Joseph registered with Mary because she was engaged to marry him. (Mary was now pregnant.) While Joseph and Mary were in Bethlehem, the time came for her to have the baby. She gave birth to her first son. There were no rooms left in the inn. So she wrapped the baby with cloths and laid him in a box where animals are fed.

(Mary and Joseph sit at the manger)

Carol: 


“Infant Holy”
Ruth:  
So there you have it. The baby was special. He even had a special name, Jesus. Every time I felt unwanted at home, I’d go and see the baby.

Years later, Jesus came through my town. I wasn’t proud of myself or the things that I had done, but I asked him over for a meal – nothing fancy – and he came with his disciples. It didn’t seem to matter that I wasn’t rich or important. He felt at home and he gave me a new home. I was somebody. He laughed when I told him how I’d held him when he was so tiny. But I knew that, in a way, I’d been saved by that baby I once held in my arms.

Hannah:
That’s a great story… but surely that’s not what they meant on the news. Does anyone else around here know anything about being saved by a baby?

Child 2:


What about Lydia?

Ruth:  
Ah yes, Lydia. She comes from the same town as I do and she’s been a shepherd for as long as I can remember. Knows everything about what’s going on.
(Lydia enters)



Lydia! Do you know anything about some people being saved by a baby?

(Lydia comes over and sits down)
Lydia:
Saved by a baby? Saved by a baby… (thinks) You mean… like the baby wakes up and the house is on fire, and the crying…

Children:


We thought of that!

Child 1:


Auntie Ruth says that she was saved by a baby!

Child 2:


A baby born in the stable, behind her Mum and Dad’s Inn.
Child 3:


You must have been there Lydia. Do you remember that baby? Do you?

Lydia:  
As a matter of fact, I do. Clear as the day it happened. I was only seven at the time, but I was helping with the sheep. It was hard work and it was cold at night! Clear skies, not a breath of wind to blow away the smoke from the fire. I’m half asleep and the dogs start up with this incredible racket! I can remember the light – a different light from the fire. Come here and I’ll tell you how it was…

Narrator:


Luke 2: 8–20


That night, some shepherds were in the fields nearby watching their sheep. An angel of the Lord stood before them. The glory of the Lord was shining around them, and suddenly they became very frightened. The angel said to them, “Don’t be afraid, because I am bringing you some good news. It will be a joy to all the people. Today your Saviour was born in David’s town. He is Christ, the Lord. This is how you will know him: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a feeding box.”

Then a very large group of angels from heaven joined the first angel. All the angels were praising God, saying: “Give glory to God in heaven, and on earth let there be peace to the people who please God.” 

Then the angels left the shepherds and went back to heaven. The shepherds said to each other, “Let us go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened. We will see this thing the Lord told us about.”

So the shepherds went quickly and found Mary and Joseph. And the shepherds saw the baby lying in a feeding box. Then they told what the angels had said about this child. Everyone was amazed when they heard what the shepherds said to them. Mary hid these things in her heart; she continued to think about them. Then the shepherds went back to their sheep, praising God and thanking him for everything that they had seen and heard. It was just as the angel had told them.

Lydia:  
That’s what happened. I guess I’d have to say that I was saved by a baby. I’d never really had anyone to look after me – no family or anything – and many times I’d lost my way. But I always remembered that baby.

Years later I saw him again, talking to his friends. He was saying, “I’m the good shepherd. My sheep hear my voice, and they follow me.” I went up to him and said, “Bet you don’t know who I am. Last time I saw you, you were this high!” And when he looked at me, I realised that he had known me all along. The angels were right, you know? “Saviour” they had called him, and that baby had come to save me. A really good shepherd he was, looking after his friends just like I look after my sheep – only better – risking his life for them – more than that – even ready to die for them, as I found out later. He was looking to help everybody, not just his friends.

Shepherd:


I was in the field with my sheep and I heard the angels singing:
From heaven above to earth I come. 
To bear good news to every home. 
Glad tidings of great joy I bring. 
Whereof I now will say and sing.

To you this night is born a child 
of Mary, chosen virgin mild. 
This little child, of lowly birth, 
shall be the joy of all the earth.

This is the Christ, our God and Lord, 
who in all need shall aid afford. 
He will himself your Saviour be, 
from all your sins to set you free.

Carol:


“Angels we have heard on high” (verses 1 and 3 only)
Pastor:


Jesus said, I am the good shepherd.

Cong:


The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.

Pastor: 


I am the good shepherd – I know my sheep and my sheep know me.

Cong:


There will be one flock and one shepherd.

Pastor: 
(Pray) Lord Jesus, you take care of each one of us, like a shepherd looking after sheep. When we are in danger, you protect us. When we are lost, you find us. By your cross, you destroy the power of evil. May we always hear your voice and trust in the word you speak, for you are our good shepherd.

Cong:


Amen.

Carol:


“The First Nowell” (Verses 1-3 only) 
Child 1:


Auntie Ruth, do you know any more stories about this baby Jesus?

Ruth:
Well, yes, but why don’t you ask Ahmed and Naomi, the camel drivers? I know when they were teenagers, they came from far away with some very great men, just to see this baby.

Ahmed:


Oh, you don’t want to hear our story!

Children:


Please tell us!

Ahmed:
(shyly) Oh all right. When we were young, we looked after camels for some great men who lived faraway in a country to the east. The men were very wise. They knew about history, geography and all about the stars. They even knew how to eat their lunch without getting sand in it! We used to wish we were like them. We wished we knew everything and could sound wise whenever we spoke. The only thing we were good at was looking after camels. One day, a special star appeared. My masters seemed to know what it was all about, so soon, we were off in search of whatever it was. Come here, and we’ll show you.
Narrator:


Matthew 2:1b – 12 

After Jesus was born, some wise men from the east came to Jerusalem. They asked, “Where is the baby who was born to be the king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east. We came to worship him.”

When King Herod heard about this new king of the Jews, he was troubled. And all the people in Jerusalem were worried too. Herod called a meeting of all the leading priests and teachers of the law. He asked them where the Christ would be born. They answered, “In the town of Bethlehem in Judea. The prophet wrote about this in the Scriptures: ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, you are important among the rulers of Judah. A ruler will come from you. He will be like a shepherd for my people, the Israelites.’” 

Then Herod had a secret meeting with the wise men from the east. He learned from them the exact time they first saw the star. Then Herod sent the wise men to Bethlehem. He said to them, “Go and look carefully to find the child. When you find him, come tell me. Then I can go worship him too.”

The wise men heard the king and then left. They saw the same star they had seen in the east. It went before them until it stopped above the place where the child was. When the wise men saw the star, they were filled with joy. They went to the house where the child was and saw him with his mother, Mary. They bowed down and worshiped the child. They opened the gifts they brought for him. They gave him treasures of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. But God warned the wise men in a dream not to go back to Herod. So they went home to their own country by a different way.

Choir:


“The Silver Stars are in the Sky”
Naomi:
When they went back, we stayed. We were good friends with that little boy Jesus and when he grew up, he taught me that it wasn’t what you know that is important, but who you know. We still don’t know much about anything but camels. We still get sand in our lunch. But God’s wisdom is different, even though it seems foolish to many people.

We were in Jerusalem when the mob turned against him and crucified him. Didn’t make much sense then, but now we know that Jesus – that same little boy we’d seen so many years ago – took the blame for all the wrong things we’ve done, and died to save us. That’s something we’re sure of.

Ruth:  
All these events happened years ago and people are still being saved by the same baby today.
Hannah:  
I never thought that when the headlines came on the radio I’d meet three people who were also saved by a baby!

Ruth:  


Only three?

Child 1:


What about me?

Child 2:


And me?

Child 3:


What about us?

(Hannah looks at his watch and turns on the radio)

Hannah:  


Listen!

(News theme heard on the radio)

Announcer:
Good evening. Heading the news tonight is a report of major celebrations occurring in a small town in the Middle East. People there are celebrating the anniversary of a certain baby born under unusual circumstances. Even though it was forty years ago, rumours persist that this baby would save all people. Our Jerusalem correspondent, Asher Wallboard, takes up the story…

Reporter:
Bethlehem, a small town a few kilometres south of here, was the scene of some strange happenings forty years ago. Some sources from the town reported the birth of a baby who they said would – quote – “save the world”. They claimed that a massive tragedy was narrowly averted as a result. Several local residents said that this was the best thing that had ever happened in their village, or for that matter, anywhere. The new baby, first son of an out-of-town couple from the northern province of Galilee, oddly enough, was born in a stable.

Announcer:


In other news…
(Hannah switches off the radio)
Hannah: 


It’s clear that even today we are still being saved by the same baby!
Pastor: 
The people who walked in the darkness have seen a great light. On those living in a land of shadow, of death, a light has dawned.

Cong:


For to us a child is born, to us a son is given.

Pastor:


He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.

Cong:


He will save his people from their sins.

Pastor:


Today, a Saviour has been born to you: He is Christ the Lord.

Cong:


A baby wrapped in cloth, lying in a manger.

Pastor:
Gracious God, we thank you for coming to save us, not with a mighty army or a spectacular show of strength, but as a helpless baby. You came in weakness to save a world gone wrong through sin. Teach us to trust this good news – that we are people saved by a baby. 
Cong:
Amen.

Carol: 


“O little town of Bethlehem” (LH 633) - verses 1-2 only 
Sermon 
Offering 
Carol:


“What child is this” (LH 746)
Prayers

We rejoice with Mary and Joseph, the angels, and the shepherds, at the birth of our Lord Jesus. Let us now ask him to help us.

Lord Jesus, hear us.

When the time was right, you came to earth as one of us.  Help those who wait for you to recognise your coming.
Lord Jesus, hear us.
You have come to live among us, full of grace and truth.  Live in our hearts, and show your grace to others through us. 
Lord Jesus, hear us.

You have brought us pardon and peace with our heavenly Father. Help us to please him by living at peace with each other.
Lord Jesus, hear us.
Your birth brought blessing to Mary and Joseph.  Bless our homes this Christmas, and make our families a blessing to others.
Lord Jesus, hear us.

You gave up your riches in heaven, and were born among the poor here on earth. Show those who are poor your love through us.
Lord Jesus, hear us.
You are the Prince of Peace, and Lord of all. Guide the nations of the world, and help them to work together for justice and peace.
Lord Jesus, hear us.
You took on our human weakness. Strengthen the weak, heal the sick, and comfort those who suffer.
Lord Jesus, hear us.
You have brought great joy to all people. Gladden those who are sad, lonely, and depressed.
Lord Jesus, hear us.
Your birth brings us light and life. Comfort the dying with the light of your presence, and lead them through death to eternal life.
Lord Jesus, hear us.
As we travel on the journey to our heavenly home, let your light shine on us, so that we may see your glory and, together with the angels and all your people, praise our heavenly Father both now and forever.
Amen.
Blessing 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, The love of God the Father, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Amen.

Carol:
“Silent Night” (LH 629)
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