Prayer of the Church – Pentecost 15C (Proper 20)

St Paul urges us to offer prayers, supplications, intercessions and thanksgiving for everyone, from the highest to the lowest. So let us come to God, who desires everyone to be saved, and pray to him in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Dear heavenly Father, thank you for having mercy on us by bringing us to baptism so that we are saved through the blood of Jesus.  Keep us close to you in the church so that we don't squander this wonderful gift but rather grow to enjoy its benefits more and more every day.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
We give you thanks, King of Kings, for the life of Queen Elizabeth II. We remember with both joy and sadness her many years of faithful Christian leadership in the Commonwealth and throughout the world. Comfort and strengthen her family as they mourn her passing. We pray especially for King Charles III as he begins his reign in the midst of grieving for his mother. 
Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Bring solace to the many people around the world who mourn the death of the Queen, as they grieve her loss and are reminded of the loss of others they hold dear. Remind us, Lord, that you are close to the broken-hearted and that you save those who are crushed in spirit. Help us to bring your comfort to a grieving world. Hear the cries of your people, O God, and enrich us with true faith in you.
Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
We pray for the leaders of nations - for our King and all our parliaments, for our Prime Minister Anthony Albanese and Premier (insert name), and for the leaders of countries overseas.  Bring them together to curb all evil, and give them sound judgment so they exercise their authority for the good of all.  Hear the cries of your people, O God, and enrich us with your wisdom.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
We pray for all for parents.  Help them use their authority to bring up their children well, and especially to fear, love and trust in you.  Cast out all the false gods we make for ourselves and for our children, including the love of money.  Hear the cries of your people, O God, and enrich us with true faith in you.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
We pray for the leaders of the church throughout the world, and for our Bishop Paul Smith and District Bishop (insert name).  Sanctify the intentions and actions of all councils and committees, and grow your rule of grace and forgiveness to all nations.  Hear the cries of your people, O God, and enrich us with your holiness.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
And finally we pray, Lord, for all who suffer from authority which has been abused.  Forgive the world its many sins of power wrongly used, and purge us of oppressive and manipulative behaviour.  Hear the cries of your people, O God, and enrich us with your righteousness and healing.  Be especially with (insert names) and meet the needs of those who we now name silently in our hearts...(brief silence)

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Almighty God, you are the Lord and Master of all who hold authority in this world. Lead all people to accept you as master of their lives, that everyone may be saved. We ask this in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.

