Notes on the Readings, Second Sunday after Pentecost, Year B (Proper 5)
1 Samuel 8:4-11(12-15)16-20(11:14,15): Since kings were commonly regarded as gods in the ancient world, God initially did not provide His people with human kings as their leaders. He was their one and only King. So when the Israelites demanded a king “like the nations”, they thereby implicitly rejected God’s kingship. Nevertheless God agreed with their request. But He also warned them about the cost of kingship and declared that He would be deaf to their future pleas for deliverance from the inevitable abuse of royal power.
Genesis 3:8-15: After Adam and Eve had rebelled against God in their attempt to become divine like Him, they hid themselves in abject fear and naked shame from God. But He did not leave them there in that terrible place. Instead He looked for them in order to confront them with what they have done. But they refused to take any responsibility for their sorry state. Adam shifted the blame on to Eve and through her onto God. She, in turn, blamed the snake. Rather surprisingly, God cursed the snake, the devil, by turning him into the enemy of humanity and declaring that his head would be crushed under the heel of Eve’s eventual offspring, Jesus.

2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1: Here Paul spells out the comfort that Christians have from the bodily resurrection of Jesus and their present participation in his death and resurrection. Their bodies are compared to two kinds of houses. While their present bodies are like flimsy tents that provide temporary accommodation, their resurrected bodies will be like an eternal mansion for permanent residence.  At present Jesus is doing something amazing with them. Like a super-renovator he does not tear down the old building completely but renovates it from the inside to the outside. As their bodies age and decay, he makes new people of them, people for whom the best is yet to come.

Mark 3:20-35: Here Jesus raises two questions. The first is in answer to the claim that Jesus cast out demons by his use of superior demonic power, the power of the devil. He shows the absurdity of that kind of civil warfare. Instead, his deliverance of people from demons shows that he has come to bind the devil in order to plunder his house by freeing his slaves. Thus he is not empowered by an unclean spirit but the Holy Spirit. The second is in answer to attempt of his family to take him home because they thought that he had lost his mind (3:21). Instead of submitting to their demands, he asserts that his family consists of all those who do God’s will by listening to His word.

