A STUDIO CHRISTMAS

Synopsis: This idea calls for an extrovert adult or young person to improvise and be the Director of a photo shoot. He/she is organizing a publicity shot for Christmas, and begins by getting the nativity scene set up with the usual cast of Mary, Joseph, Animals, Shepherds, Wisemen, Angels and of course, the Baby.  As each little group comes on, appropriate carols may be sung, or you could wait until they are all ‘on stage’ and then sing a carol.

But there’s not enough colour or movement or fun, and the Director calls for more and more additions to the scene to make it more interesting. Finally, chaos reigns. The Pastor (or it could be another older person) then deconstructs the scene, until all that is left is Mary, Joseph and the Baby – the essentials.
Characters:
Director

Casting Agents 
Stage Manager/s

Camera Man/Photographer 

Mary 

Joseph 

Shepherds 

Wise men

Angels 

Animals 

Santa 

Snow fairies 

Reindeers

Pixies and Elves

Carol singers 

Performance Outline
Child: Welcome to the (ST PAUL’S) PHOTOGRAPHY STUDIO! We are organizing a publicity photo for Christmas, something that can be used on a new batch of Christmas cards. We need something meaningful and of course beautiful – something to catch the eye. This will require creative genius! Now where’s the Director? And the rest of the crew? It’s far too quiet around here. Ah, at last! Here he/she is.
Director: Good heavens! Look at the time. Where are my crew? (yells) Casting agent/s! Over here please. Photographer! We must get started: time is money and we have a limited budget for this shot. Can you please start getting the cast organized for the Christmas photo?

(this next part can be improvised, as the casting agent/s calls for the main characters in the Christmas story to come to the front, group by group, and arranges them into an artful scene: Mary, Joseph, baby, shepherds, wise men and angels)
· When Nativity scene is set (or during the set-up), the children sing: ‘Baby Lying in the Manger’ or another carol.

· Other children stay at the back of the church (waiting to be called).
Director: No Christmas scene is without some cute animals. Did you organize some cows and sheep – and of course the donkey!

(Casting agents call for animals and arrange them, and so the action continues, interspersed with songs/music)

· Director calls for some movement! Publicity agents call for dancers!

· Enter the snow fairies, performing to ‘The Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy.’(recorded) They shower the congregation with ‘snow flakes’. 

· Director needs more energy in the shot, and stage managers call on the reindeers, pulling along Santa in his sleigh, to ‘Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer’.

· Director wants some fantasy. Pixies and elves are called, bringing large wrapped gifts and singing ‘Jingle Bells.’

· What about some music? Singers called, carrying lanterns and singing ‘O Tannenbaum, O Tannenbaum.’
· The stage is getting very crowded! Kids all jostle for a space.

Director: At last we are getting there! Photographer, do you have your camera ready? And what about all the crowd who are watching? Why don’t you all come up and take a photo of this colourful scene! (The congregation is given time to come and take photos)
· The Director continues to try and arrange an artful scene, and notices the dirty box in the front (the manger) to be removed! Calls out ‘Away with the Manger!’

Pastor: Hey! This is all rather chaotic. What a racket! There are people everywhere here, and though that’s all very inclusive, I don’t think this is at all what Christmas is about. 

(Pastor intervenes to stop the chaos! His talk deconstructs the Christmas chaos, removing one group at a time, until all that is left are Mary and Joseph, and the manger is re-installed.)
· All, including congregation, sing, ‘Away in a manger,’ and perhaps other carols.
· Prayer by the children.

· Blessing
· ‘Joy to the World’ as everyone exits.
