Prayer of the Church – Pentecost 19B

Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for to such belongs the kingdom of God.’ Therefore let us, God's children because of Jesus, come to him in prayer, knowing that he will hear us.
Dear heavenly Father, thank you for joining us together through the gift of families. Please bless each family in your church, as they support each other and look to you with childlike faith for all they need. Bring all people back to your family through your Son, so that we may live together in love and unity, both now and in eternity.
Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
We pray for those who are married, that you will build their commitment and loyalty to each other, and by the power of Christ bring mutual forgiveness and renewal where there is sin.  Strengthen all married people to resist temptations to be unfaithful, heal and renew marriages which are struggling, and prevent anyone from willfully separating what God has joined together.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
We pray for those who are divorced and those who have remarried, that they may know your mercy and forgiveness for Jesus' sake.  Give them wisdom and grace in relationships with their former spouse, and help them bring up their children well.  And dear Lord, protect all who are abused in marriage and bring the abuse to an end.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
We pray Lord too for those who wish to marry but who have not yet been able to do so.  Give them firm faith in your constant presence and care, and give them the companionship they need.  Watch over all widows and widowers, and take care of all orphans.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Thank you for the rain and sunshine we have enjoyed in good measure, and for the many blessings in this peaceful land.  Please bring peace where there is war and unrest, and heal the conflict in the Middle East.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Heal all who are sick among us according to your good and gracious will, particularly (insert names). Comfort those who mourn and let your holy angels uphold and guide them. 

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Loving heavenly Father, you sent your only Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who being very God is not ashamed to call us brothers and sisters. In him we are able to come before you as your children, your family. Hear our prayer, glorious Lord, that all may know your greatness. Through your Son we pray, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

