Easter 7C Service without communion

Jesus said: ‘I am the Alpha and the Omega,
the first and the last, the beginning and the end.’ 

In the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Hymn: LHS 139 We all believe in one true God OR Hallelujah - Emu Music
Confession and Declaration of Grace

Friends in Christ: Let us draw near to God our Father with a true heart to confess our sins, and ask him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 


Our help is in the name of the Lord. 

He made heaven and earth. 
I said, I will confess my sins to the Lord. 

Then he forgave the guilt of my sin.


Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we confess to you that by nature 

we are sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against you by 

thought, word, and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to your infinite 

mercy and plead for your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Most merciful God,

you have given your only Son to die for us.

Have mercy on us,

and for his sake

grant us forgiveness of all our sins.

By your Holy Spirit

increase our knowledge of you and your will,

and make us obedient to your word,

so that by your grace

we may come to eternal life;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy on us, and has given his only Son to die for us, and for his sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in his name he has given the right to become children of God, and has given them his Holy Spirit. Whoever believes and is baptised will be saved. Grant this, Lord, to us all. 

Amen. 

Hymn: LHS 147 O morning star so bright and fair OR My Heart Is Filled With Thankfulness - Keith & Kristyn Getty
Lord, Have Mercy

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
Glory to God in the Highest 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace, among those with whom he is pleased. Amen.

Greeting 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day (Collect) 

Let us pray for the unity of the Holy Spirit. [silence]
Holy Father,
your Son prayed for his disciples
that they would be one,
as you and he are one.
Keep your whole church harmoniously together
in faith and love,
united by the one Spirit.
We ask this through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

First Reading 

The first reading for the seventh Sunday of Easter is written in chapter 16 of Acts, beginning at verse 16. 

After the reading: 
This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 97

The Lord reigns, let the earth be glad;

    let the distant shores rejoice.

Clouds and thick darkness surround him;

    righteousness and justice are the foundation of his throne.

Fire goes before him

    and consumes his foes on every side.

His lightning lights up the world;

    the earth sees and trembles.

The mountains melt like wax before the Lord,

    before the Lord of all the earth.

The heavens proclaim his righteousness,

    and all peoples see his glory.

The Lord is king! Let the earth rejoice. (Ps 97:1a NRSV)

All who worship images are put to shame,

    those who boast in idols—

    worship him, all you gods!

The Lord is king! Let the earth rejoice.

Zion hears and rejoices

    and the villages of Judah are glad

    because of your judgments, Lord.

For you, Lord, are the Most High over all the earth;

    you are exalted far above all gods.

Let those who love the Lord hate evil,

    for he guards the lives of his faithful ones

    and delivers them from the hand of the wicked.

Light shines on the righteous

    and joy on the upright in heart.

Rejoice in the Lord, you who are righteous,

    and praise his holy name.

The Lord is king! Let the earth rejoice.  

Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forevermore. Amen.
Second Reading 
The second reading is written in chapter 22 of Revelation, 

beginning at verse 12. 

After the reading: 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 


Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

Gospel 
The holy gospel is written in chapter 17 of the Gospel according to St John, beginning at verse 20. 

Glory be to you, O Lord. 

After the gospel:
This is the gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ. 


Creed 
Luther’s Explanation to the Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed


I believe that Jesus Christ - 


true God, Son of the Father from eternity,


and also true human being, 


born of the virgin Mary - is my Lord.  


At great cost, he has saved and redeemed me, 


a lost and condemned person.  


He has freed me from sin, death, 


and the power of the devil, 


not with silver or gold, 


but with his holy and precious blood 


and his innocent suffering and death.  


All this he has done that I may be his own, 


live under him in his kingdom, 


and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence and blessedness, 


just as he is risen from the dead 


and lives and rules eternally.  


This is most certainly true.

Hymn:  Jesus our Saviour of true joy the giver – LHS 156 OR Joy of the Lord - Rend Collective 
Sermon 
After the sermon: 
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep our hearts and minds safe in Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 

Offering (a hymn may be sung)

Offertory Prayer
God of comfort,
your Son prayed that we may be one.
Use us and what you have given us
to serve you and one another.
Amen.


Prayer of the Church 
Since Christ has ascended to the Father, let us pray that he will come and make God's name known throughout the world by the gift of the Spirit. We respond to the words “Ascended Lord, in your mercy” with “come and rule the world”.

Praise to you, ascended Lord, for you rule the world in righteousness.  Give wisdom and integrity to all who govern, and give mercy and sound judgment to all who administer the law.  Send your Spirit of unity and bring us to live in harmony, that we may be your witnesses to the ends of the earth.

Ascended Lord, in your mercy:
come and rule the world.
Praise to you, ascended Lord, for you make known to us the true and living God.  Guide the church into your word, and make us one in faith.  Keep our Lutheran Church of Australia and New Zealand united in confession and purpose.  Send your Spirit of unity and fill us with your truth, that we may be your witnesses to the ends of the earth.

Ascended Lord, in your mercy:
come and rule the world.
Praise to you, ascended Lord, for you water the earth and renew it, providing all we need for daily life.  Protect us from fire and flood and every natural disaster, and prosper all rightful employment.  Send your Spirit of unity and give us joy in our work and family life, that we may be your witnesses to the ends of the earth.

Ascended Lord, in your mercy:
come and rule the world.
Praise to you, ascended Lord, for you eat with sinners and release those held captive.  Bring all who do wrong to change their ways, and take care of those in prison.  Watch over all police and prison workers - protect them and guide them in their work.  Send your Spirit of unity and move us to remember those our world forgets, that we may be your witnesses to the ends of the earth.

Ascended Lord, in your mercy:
come and rule the world.
Praise to you, ascended Lord, for you gather and sanctify us in this congregation.  Guide our leaders, committees, and programs so that we may do your will.  Send your Spirit of unity and build up our confession and love, that we may be your witnesses to the ends of the earth.

Ascended Lord, in your mercy:
come and rule the world.

Praise to you, ascended Lord, for you heal the sick and have compassion on those who suffer.  Give hope to those in despair and heal those who are sick.  Bless all who care for others and give them patience and skill.  Send your Spirit of unity and fill us with compassion, that we may be your witnesses to the ends of the earth.  And meet the needs of those we know personally to be in want and whom we now name silently in our hearts...

Ascended Lord, in your mercy:
come and rule the world.
Lord of lords and King of kings, when our work is done take us to be with you in glory.  And come, Lord Jesus, come soon.  In your holy name we pray. 

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen. 

Hymn: I heard the voice of Jesus say – AT 137 blue OR I Heard The Voice Of Jesus Say - Emu Music
Blessing 
May Christ our exalted king
pour on you his abundant gifts
and bring you to reign with him in glory; 

Go in peace. Live in the love of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
