Tenth Sunday After Pentecost, Year B Church@Home



As you prepare

Set up a small cross and candle in your home worship space
We begin
Light your candle

We begin our worship in the name of the Father and of the son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Sharing

Talk together. If you are on your own, you might like to write or draw your thoughts.

Can you think of a time when you were very hungry or thirsty? Did you feel angry or stressed? Did you feel confident that someone would give you food and drink, or were you worried?
We sing LHS 305 Today Thy mercy call us OR I Will Trust My Saviour Jesus - CityAlight 
Confession and Absolution
Let’s come before our loving God to confess our sins and be made clean again.

Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we confess to you that by nature we are sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against you by thought, word and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to your infinite mercy and plead for your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Most merciful God, you have given your only Son to die for us: Have mercy on us, and for his sake grant us forgiveness of all our sins. By your Holy Spirit increase our knowledge of you and your will, and make us obedient to your word, so that by your grace we may come to eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy on us, and has given his only Son to die for us, and for his sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in his name he has given the right to become children of God, and has given them his Holy Spirit. Whoever believes and is baptised will be saved. Grant this, Lord, to us all.

Amen.
We sing LHS 398 Lord Jesus think on me OR Hear Our Prayer - Emu Music 
We pray
God, our source and our goal,
you have made us to hunger and thirst for you.
Satisfy our hunger
with the bread that gives real life,
your Son Jesus Christ.
For he lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Bible Readings
Open your Bible and read 

Old Testament reading: Exodus 16:2-4,9-15 
After the reading:

This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
Household Discussion

The Israelites grumbled because they were out in the desert and they were running out of food and water. God had already performed many miracles, rescuing them from Pharoah and bringing them safely out of Egypt. 

Do you think they were right to complain? What would you have done?
Why do you think that God only gave them enough food for one day at a time?
Psalm 78:23-29
The bread from heaven in the first reading was called ‘Manna.’ This name comes from the people’s question, ‘man hu’ “what is it?”. They were amazed by this miraculous food. Listen to this psalm, written many years later, remembering what God did for his people. Take turns reading each line.
Yet God gave a command to the skies above
    and opened the doors of the heavens;
he rained down manna for the people to eat,
    he gave them the grain of heaven.
Human beings ate the bread of angels;
    he sent them all the food they could eat.
He let loose the east wind from the heavens
    and by his power made the south wind blow.
He rained meat down on them like dust,
    birds like sand on the seashore.
He made them come down inside their camp,
    all around their tents.
They ate till they were gorged –
    he had given them what they craved.
Last week, we heard how Jesus fed more than 5000 people with five loaves and two fish. Like the Israelites back in Moses’ time, the crowds were amazed. Listen to what Jesus has to say about the true bread:
Gospel Reading

Open your Bible and read:  

John 6:24-35 
or watch John 6:25-35 Story / North Coast Kids
After the Gospel:
This is the gospel of the Lord

Praise to you, Jesus
Household Discussion

How easy is it to focus on our immediate needs for physical things like food and water, and forget that everything we need comes from God?
Let’s pray

Thank you, Lord Jesus, for coming from the Father to give life to the world.

Help us to believe in you and trust you in all things. Amen.

Sermon
We Confess Our Faith 
Let’s say Luther’s Explanation to First Article of Apostles’ Creed together:
I believe that God has created me and 
everything that exists.  
God has given me 
my body and soul, 
my mind and sense 
and all of my abilities, 
and still takes care of them.
God also gives me everything 
I need from day to day – 
things like food, clothes, 
home and family, work, and money.

God protects me from danger 

and keeps me safe when I am in trouble.

God does all this only because 

he is my kind and loving Father; 

I certainly do not deserve it.  

All I can do is thank, praise, 

serve, and obey God.

This is most certainly true.
We sing LHS 347 Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah OR  AT 267 Bread of heaven, in the desert 
We Pray for Ourselves and the World
Before you begin ask one another: ‘How can I be praying for you?’ Include your prayers for one another in this time of prayer. You may like to take turns praying.

Jesus said, 'I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.' Let us pray.
Heavenly Father: thank you for sending your Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ, to be the Bread of Life for the world.  Please forgive us when we make things of this earth more important than you. Feed us with the knowledge of Christ so that we recognise our sin and gladly repent in his name.
Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Feed those who hunger for righteousness and holiness with the gospel of salvation in Jesus' name. Bless Australian Lutheran College, its board, lecturers, students, and staff.  Direct all pastors and teachers, evangelists and missionaries in the truth of Christ so that your people may be united in confession and witness.
Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
We pray for those whose daily need for healthy food, clean water and proper shelter goes un-met, and for those misusing what they have in the selfish pursuit of pleasure.  Feed them with all the good things of Christ for life now and in eternity.
Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Have mercy on those whose lives have been broken by violence and crime.  Feed them with hope and a new life in Christ.  And bless our brothers and sisters in prison and those who minister to them.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.

Feed those who are sick or sorrowing with healing and consolation through Christ.  We pray particularly for (insert names).  

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Please be with each of us this week. (insert your own prayer requests and your prayers for one another here)
Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Merciful Father, you heard the prayers of your people in the wilderness and fed them bread from heaven despite their sin.  Graciously hear us today and feed us too with the Bread of Life from heaven, our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

We Pray the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

God Blesses Us
You might like to take turns saying the blessing to each person, starting with their names.

[name], may Jesus, the bread of life, fill you with faith, hope, and love now and 

always.

And the blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be

with us always.

Amen.

We sing LHS 191 The church’s one foundation OR The Church's One Foundation - Indelible Grace
