Prayer of the Church – Proper 17, Year C
Through Jesus, let us offer a sacrifice of prayer and praise to God with lips that confess his name. 

Merciful Father: thank you for giving us our identity as forgiven sinners welcome at your table for Jesus' sake.  Forgive us our pride, and free us for glad fellowship in your church and humble service in your world.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
We pray for the leaders of the church, its pastors, elders and lay assistants, that together we may provide examples of true humility and holy living.   And we pray for all your people, that we may welcome high and low alike into our homes and churches with unbiased hospitality, and that our witness may be an effective voice of invitation to those who have yet to take a place at your table.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
We pray for all in positions of prominence, including our country's politicians.  Guard them against sinful pride and arrogance.  Direct them to see their influence as a gift from you, and to use it in proper public service.  And free us all from greed and a love of money.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
We pray for refugees and all who are strangers to us.  Open us to welcome them and to share with them what you have given us.  Have mercy too on prisoners and their families, and especially those suffering unjustly for their faith.  Sustain them in their trial and send them ministering angels.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
We pray for marriage, that it may be honoured by all, and that homes may be safe and sustaining places for children.  Prosper all rightful work.  Sanctify the arts and culture of our nation.  And make every home a place where your name is kept holy and your kingdom comes.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
We pray for those who do not have enough of the things of this life.  Spread the good things of the earth to them, and move us all to generous giving.  Heal our planet's atmosphere and weather, and provide the rain our land and reservoirs need.  And meet the needs of all we know to be in want and whom we now name silently in our hearts...(brief silence)
Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
(Other petitions may be inserted here)
Lord of the banquet, remember all those for whom we pray, and gather us together around your table, here on earth and with all the saints in heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.
