Christmas Day (Proper 3)
LHB 34 O Come All Ye Faithful OR O Come All Ye Faithful/We Adore You - Paul Baloche
Opening Sentences

The Word became flesh and lived among us,

and we have seen his glory,

the glory as of a father's only son,

full of grace and truth.  (John 1:14 NRSV)

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Confession and Assurance of Forgiveness

Friends in Christ, let us confess our sins to God our Father, because 

Jesus Christ came to earth as a human being for us, to take away our

sins.

Lord God, our heavenly Father, I confess that I have sinned against you, not only in my words and actions, but also in my secret thoughts and desires which I cannot fully know or understand, but which you know completely.  I am sorry that I have displeased you, and repent of the evil I have done.  For the sake of your dear Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, have mercy on me, forgive my sins, and graciously help me in my weakness.  Amen.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy on us, and has
given his only Son to die for us, and for his sake forgives us all our

sins. To those who believe in his name he has given the right to become

children of God, and has given them his Holy Spirit. Whoever

believes and is baptised will be saved. Grant this, Lord, to us all.

Amen.
Lord have mercy

Let us call on Jesus, our incarnate Lord, and ask him to help us.

Lord Jesus Christ, born in Bethlehem, hear our prayer and save us.

Lord, have mercy.

Lord Jesus Christ, born of a virgin, hear our prayer and help us.

Christ, have mercy.

Lord Jesus Christ, born for us, hear our prayer and give us peace.

Lord, have mercy.

Glory to God (LHS 33) OR Hark The Herald Angels Sing - Simple Hymns
Glory to God in the highest

and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased.

1. 
Hark! The herald angels sing
Glory to the new-born King;
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled.
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
join the triumph of the skies;
with the angelic host proclaim:

Christ is born in Bethlehem.

Hark! the herald angels sing 
glory to the new-born King.

2. 
Christ, by highest heaven adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold him come,
offspring of a virgin’s womb.

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;

Hail, the incarnate Deity,
pleased as man with man to dwell,
Jesus, our Immanuel:

3. 
Hail, the heaven-born Prince of peace!

Hail, the sun of righteousness!

Light and life to all he brings,
risen with healing in his wings.

Mild he lays his glory by, 

born that we no more may die,
born to raise the sons of earth,
born to give them second birth:

Greeting and Prayer 

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray that we shine as lights in the world. [silence]
Thank you, loving Father,
for filling the world with the new light
of your Word who became a human being.
Keep the flame of faith and love
burning in our hearts
and shining in our lives.
For he lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Old Testament Reading – Isaiah 52:7-10 

Hear the word of the Lord as it is written in the prophet Isaiah, chapter 

52, verses 7 to 10.

(after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Psalm 98

Sing to the LORD a new song, 
for he has done marvellous things; 
his right hand and his holy arm 
have worked salvation for him. 

The Lord has made his salvation known 

and revealed his righteousness to the nations. 

He has remembered his love and his faithfulness to the house of Israel; 
all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

Epistle Reading – Hebrews 1:1-4

Hear the word of the Lord as it is written in the letter to the Hebrews, 

chapter 1, verses 1 to 4.

(after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Alleluia Response

Alleluia, alleluia.
In the past God spoke through the prophets,
but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son. Alleluia.
Alleluia.
Gospel Reading

The holy Gospel for this festival of the incarnation is written in the Gospel according to St John, chapter 1, verses 1 to 14. 

(after the gospel)

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise be to you O Christ, the light of the world.
Gospel response (LHS 633)

O holy child of Bethlehem,

  descend to us we pray.

Cast out our sin and enter in:

  Be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels

  the great glad tidings tell;

O come to us, abide with us,

  Our Lord Immanuel!
Sermon

Confession of Faith 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,   
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father;  
through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation   
he came down from heaven,   
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary   
and became truly human.   
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;   
he suffered death and was buried.   
On the third day he rose again   
in accordance with the Scriptures;   
he ascended into heaven   
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,   
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

LHS 633 O Little town of Bethlehem OR Saviour In A Manger - Emu Music
Offertory (LHS 626) 

Dear Christ-child, we bring our own offering to you;

we give you our hearts; keep them loving and true.

O let them be holy, and make us all one

with you, our dear Saviour, and God’s only Son.
Prayer of the Church

We rejoice with Mary and Joseph, the angels, and the shepherds,

at the birth of our Lord Jesus. Let us now ask him to help us.

When the time was right, you came to earth as one of us. Help 

who wait for you to recognise your coming.

Lord Jesus, 
hear our prayer.

You have come to live among us, full of grace and truth. Live in

our hearts, and show your grace to others through us. 

Lord Jesus, 
hear our prayer.

You have brought us pardon and peace with our heavenly Father.

Help us to please him by living at peace with each other.

Lord Jesus, 
hear our prayer.

Your birth brought blessing to Mary and Joseph. Bless our homes

this Christmas, and make our families a blessing to others.

Lord Jesus, 
hear our prayer.

You gave up your riches in heaven, and were born among the poor

here on earth. Show those who are poor your love through us.

Lord Jesus, 
hear our prayer.

You are the Prince of Peace, and Lord of all. Guide the nations of

the world, and help them to work together for justice and peace.

Lord Jesus, 
hear our prayer.

You took on our human weakness. Strengthen the weak, heal the

sick, and comfort those who suffer.

Lord Jesus, 
hear our prayer.

You have brought great joy to all people. Gladden those who are

sad, lonely, and depressed.

Lord Jesus, 
hear our prayer.

Your birth brings us light and life. Comfort the dying with the

light of your presence, and lead them through death to eternal life.

Lord Jesus, 
hear our prayer.

As we travel on the journey to our heavenly home, let your light

shine on us, so that we may see your glory and, together with the

angels and all your people, praise our heavenly Father both now

and forever

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, your name be kept holy,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. And give us this day our bread for today.
Forgive our sins as we forgive all those who sin against us.
And help us when tempted, and save us from evil.
For kingdom, power, and praise are yours forever. Amen.

Blessing

Christ the Son of God give you joy and peace by his presence

with you.

The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord make his face

shine on us and be gracious to us. The Lord look upon us

with favour, and give us peace.

Amen.

LHS 627 Joy to the World OR Joy To The World (Joyful, Joyful) - Phil Wickham 
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