Sunday Word & Prayer –
Third Sunday after Pentecost, Year A (Proper 6)

GOD WELCOMES US

We come to God 

You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood,
a holy nation, God’s own people,
in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him
who called you out of darkness into his marvellous light. (1 Pet 2:9 NRSV) 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.


Amen.
We confess our sin and God forgives us

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other.

We confess to you, almighty God,
before the whole company of heaven,
and to each other,
that we have sinned in thought, word and deed,
by our own fault.
Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake,
forgive us all our sins,
and bring us to eternal life. Amen.

May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins.

Amen.

We sing– LHS 442 Praise to the Lord the almighty OR Psalm 100 - Chris Tomlin 
We pray Psalm 100

Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth.
    Worship the LORD with gladness;
    come before him with joyful songs.
We are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.  
Enter his gates with thanksgiving

   and his courts with praise;

give thanks to him and praise his name.

   For the LORD is good and his love endures forever;

his faithfulness continues through all generations.
Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth.

We pray 

The Lord be with you

And also with you.

Let us pray.

Jesus, our Saviour,
thank you for giving up everything for us,
and making us your people.
Live within us,
and teach us to follow you
without counting the cost.
For you live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
GOD SPEAKS TO US
We listen to God’s word
Old Testament Reading
Hear the word of God as it is written in Exodus 19:2-8a 
(after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord





         Thanks be to God
Epistle Reading
Hear the word of God as it is written in Romans 5:1-8 
(after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord





         Thanks be to God
Gospel Reading
Hear the gospel of the Lord as it is written in Matthew 9:35 - 10:8 (9-23) 
(after the gospel)

This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Thank you, Lord Jesus, for your compassion.
Lead us to work for you
and proclaim your kingdom.
Amen.
Children’s Address (optional)
We sing - LHS 355 May we Thy precepts, Lord fulfil OR Praise To The Lord - Emu Music 
We listen to the address
We confess our faith 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 


born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 


was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 


and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, 


from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 


the holy catholic* church,
the communion of saints, 


the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, 


and the life everlasting.  
Amen.

* ‘catholic’ here meaning 'universal'

GOD RECEIVES OUR OFFERING
We sing – LHS 349 Jesus, I my cross have taken OR Yet Not I But Through Christ In Me - CityAlight  - as our offering is received 
We pray an offering prayer 
Thank you, Lord, for calling us
and giving us so many gifts,
both physical and spiritual.
Help us to go out and serve you
by showing your compassion and love to others.
Amen.
We pray for ourselves and the world 

We know that God in his love wants to give us more than we can ever ask for. So let us pray for all his people through faith in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs.

Heavenly Father, thank you that you have found us in our desperate need, and have gathered us into your flock, the church, treating us as a harvest to be gathered.  Fill us with compassion for those who are in need, and help us give what we have received so abundantly from you.

Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.
Instruct us in our task as your representatives here in this community.  Guide our worship so that it brings your grace and peace to all who attend, and make every activity in this congregation (parish) bear fruit for your kingdom.  
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.
We pray for our nation's leaders - the King, his representatives, the parliaments, the prime minister and cabinet, and departments, the opposition and the whole system of government.  Help us each in our personal task as your representatives in the world.  Keep us close to you in prayer and study, and give us a clear understanding of the contributions we can make.

Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.
Bless young people journeying in the church as they grow. Give them joy in their faith and strength in their commitment to Jesus.

Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.
Remove hatred with your grace everywhere; alleviate all suffering, and provide for those who have been displaced by war, famine and political unrest.

Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.
Watch over all who are sick or suffering in any way, and meet the needs of those we know personally to be in want and whom we now name silently in our hearts...

Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.
Lord God, we put into your merciful hands all those people whom we pray for; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.
We pray the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth 
as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours

now and forever.  Amen. 

GOD BLESSES US

We go with God
Do not worry about how you are to speak or what you are to say;
for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. (Matt 10:19,20 NRSV)
Go in peace to work in the Lord’s kingdom.
Thanks be to God.
And the blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with us always.
Amen.
We sing – LHS 221 Spread O spread, thou mighty Word OR May The Peoples Praise You - Keith & Kristyn Getty
