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COMMISSION  ON  SOCIAL  AND  BIOETHICAL  QUESTIONS 
 

Adopted 1972 (GCC 1973);  amended 1975, 1984, 2009 
 
 

1.  NAME 
 
1.1 The name of the Commission shall be COMMISSION  ON  SOCIAL  AND  BIOETHICAL  

QUESTIONS. 
 
 

2.  OBJECT 
 
2.1 The object of the Commission shall be to  
 2.1.1 give guidance to the members of the Church on current social and bioethical 

questions;  and 
 2.1.2 assist the Church in responding publicly to questions, concerns and impacts arising 

from social and bioethical questions. 
 
 

3.  MEMBERSHIP 
 
3.1 The Commission shall consist of eight [8] members: 
 3.1.1 the Bishop of the Church or his representative; 
 3.1.2 one [1] member of the teaching staff of Australian Lutheran College appointed by 

the General Church Council upon the nomination of the College;  
 3.1.3 two [2] parish pastors elected by the General Synod;  and  
 3.1.4 four [4] lay members elected by the General Synod.  
 
 

4.  DUTIES 
 
4.1 In addition to the general duties of a board of the Church as laid down in Section 8.7 of the 

By-laws of the Church, the duties of the Commission shall be to 
 4.1.1 study current social and bioethical questions in the light of the Scriptures and the 

Confessions of the Church; 
 4.1.2 obtain reports on any social and bioethical questions, if deemed desirable, from 

boards of the Church directly involved in such questions, and in general to maintain 
liaison with such boards;  and 

 4.1.3 develop statements, opinions and other suitable resources for dissemination in the 
Church with the approval of the College of Bishops or the Bishop and, as necessary, 
to forward submissions to appropriate secular bodies. 

 
 

5.  MEETINGS 
5.1 Regular meetings of the Commission shall be held at least once a year.  Any additional 

meetings shall be subject to the provisions of Section 8.7.7 of the By-laws of the Church. 
 
 


