Sunday Word & Prayer – 
Season of Prayer Week 1, 10 September 2023

GOD WELCOMES US

We come to God 

Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; 
Knock and the door will be opened to you. 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.


Amen.
We confess our sin and God forgives us

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other.

We confess to you, almighty God,
before the whole company of heaven,
and to each other,
that we have sinned in thought, word and deed,
by our own fault.
Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake,
forgive us all our sins,
and bring us to eternal life. Amen.

May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins.

Amen.

We sing LH 160 Arise my soul, arise OR Hear Our Prayer - Emu Music
We pray Psalm 138
I will praise you, LORD, with all my heart;

    before the “gods” I will sing your praise.

I will bow down toward your holy temple

    and will praise your name

    for your unfailing love and your faithfulness,

for you have so exalted your solemn decree

    that it surpasses your fame.

When I called, you answered me;

    you greatly emboldened me.
On the day I called, you answered me. (Ps 138:3a NRSV)
May all the kings of the earth praise you, LORD,

    when they hear what you have decreed.

May they sing of the ways of the LORD,

    for the glory of the LORD is great.
On the day I called, you answered me.

Though the LORD is exalted, he looks kindly on the lowly;

    though lofty, he sees them from afar.

Though I walk in the midst of trouble,

    you preserve my life.
On the day I called, you answered me.
You stretch out your hand against the anger of my foes;

    with your right hand you save me.

The LORD will vindicate me;

    your love, LORD, endures forever—

    do not abandon the works of your hands.

On the day I called, you answered me.
We pray the Prayer of the Day (Collect)
The Lord be with you

And also with you.

Let us pray for boldness in prayer. [silence]
Thank you, generous God,
that you want to give us so much more
than we even think of asking for.
Keep us coming to you in prayer,
knowing that you are waiting to answer.
We ask this through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen. 
GOD SPEAKS TO US
We listen to God’s word
First Reading
Hear the word of God as it is written in Daniel 10:2-19 
(after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord





         Thanks be to God
Second Reading
Hear the word of God as it is written in Romans 8:14-28
(after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord





         Thanks be to God
Gospel Reading
Hear the gospel of the Lord as it is written in Luke 11:1-13 
(after the gospel)

This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Thank you, Lord Jesus, for teaching us how to pray. Help us to keep on praying with faith and confidence.
Amen. 
We sing LH 423 Jehovah, let me now adore Thee (modernized version) OR Yet Not I But Through Christ In Me – City Alight
We listen to the address
We confess our faith 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 


born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 


was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 


and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, 


from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 


the holy catholic* church,
the communion of saints, 


the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, 


and the life everlasting.  
Amen.

* ‘catholic’ here meaning 'universal'

GOD RECEIVES OUR OFFERING
We sing LHS 424 Prayer is the soul’s sincere desire, verses 1, 3, 4, 6 (modernized)  OR Your Will be Done - CityAlight as our offering is received 
We pray an offering prayer 
Saving God,
you have forgiven us
and set us free to be yours.
Help us to offer ourselves and all we have
for your service.
Amen.
We pray the Prayer of the Church based on the Lord's Prayer from Martin Luther's Small Catechism
Gracious God, you encourage us to believe that you really are our Father and we really are your children. Help us to pray to you with complete confidence, just as children speak to their loving parents, and say:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Father, your name is already holy, but we ask you to help us to keep your name holy. Help us to teach your word clearly and correctly, and to live holy lives as your children, doing what you say. Do not let us bring disgrace on your name by going against your word in what we teach or the way we live.

Your kingdom come.
Father, you come to rule as king even if we don't ask for this to happen, but we ask you to come and rule over us. Give us your Holy Spirit, so that by your goodness to us we believe your holy word and live as your people on earth now and in heaven forever.

Your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Father, you do the kind and good things you want for people even if we don't ask for this to happen, but we ask you to do these kind and good things for us too. Break the power of the devil, our sinful human nature, and people who are against God, since all these want to stop us from keeping your name holy and having you rule as our king. Make our faith in Jesus strong and help us to trust God's word as long as we live.

Give us today our daily bread.
Father, you give daily bread to all people, whether they are good or bad, even if we don't ask for this to happen. But we ask you to help us to see our daily bread as your gift, and to be thankful for it. Give us and all people everything we need for this life, things like food, clothes, a place to live, money and possessions, a good marriage, loving children, good people to work with, good and honest community leaders, good government, good weather, peace, health, respect for law, a good reputation, good friends, and helpful neighbours.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Father, we don't deserve anything we pray for. We sin every day, and all we deserve is punishment. But we ask you not to look at our sins or refuse to listen to our prayers because of them. Instead, give us everything we need simply out of your kindness. When people sin against us, help us gladly to forgive them and be kind to them.

Lead us not into temptation.
Father, we know that you do not tempt anyone. But we ask you to keep us safe from the devil, our sinful nature, and people who are against you. Don't let them trick us into losing our Christian faith, giving up all hope, or doing other terrible things. And even though they attack us, we pray that in the end we will win the victory.

Deliver us from evil.
Father, save us from every kind of evil - anything that could hurt our body or soul, our possessions or reputation. Be with us when we die. Be kind to us and take us from the troubles of this world to be with you in heaven.
Amen.
GOD BLESSES US

We go with God
Go in peace. Live your lives in the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 









And the blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with us always.
Amen.
We sing LHS 159 O for a thousand tongues to sing OR 10,000 Reasons (Bless The Lord)- Matt Redman
