The LCA provides this sermon edited for lay-reading, with thanks to the original author.
Sermon for Christmas Eve Year C 
The Text: Luke 2:9-20
Sign! Sign! 
Everywhere a sign! 
Blockin’ out the scenery, 
breakin’ my mind! 
Do this, don’t do that, 
can’t you read the sign?
So sang the ‘Five Man Electrical Band’ in 1970.
They wrote this song as a protest against the plethora of signs along highways which block out the beautiful scenery, but also as a protest against the people who decided its ok to block out the scenery with these signs in the first place. I don’t think things have improved much in this matter over the last 50 odd years!
While some signs are very helpful, I wonder if we’ve become a bit blasé about all the signs around us telling us what to do, what not to do, what to buy, where to go, who’s allowed in, which states we’re not allowed to travel to, how to wash our hands, how far apart we’re to stand, and what speed we should be travelling. There are so many signs we start to ignore them.

And it’s not just signs containing words. We even use symbols and logos as our signs. For example, we all know what it means if we see golden arches, or what different coloured lights mean at intersections, or even what certain emojis are supposed to mean in our communications (although some are a little confusing)!
But the thing with signs and symbols is, they all point to a reality outside themselves. The sign is rarely the reality, but instead points to a greater reality.
For example, an exit sign indicates where an exit is, but the sign isn’t the exit. Golden arches indicate where to find a McDonald’s restaurant, but the sign isn’t the restaurant. A stop sign indicates you’re to stop your vehicle before crossing or entering the road, but the stop sign doesn’t guarantee everyone will fully stop. Twinkling Christmas lights might delight you as they adorn Christmas trees or houses, but they pale in comparison to the One who comes as the Light of the world.
While we use many symbols in Christian worship to point to the greater reality of God’s wonder and mystery and power and greatness, God often breaks the rules about signs. You see, instead of a certain sign pointing to a greater reality outside itself, this time the sign is the reality.
Take for example what the angel announced to the shepherds:
“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” (Lk 2:10-12)
So, the sign given for the shepherds that the long-awaited Messiah, the long-awaited Christ, who is none other than God himself (because God is the Lord) has been born in the city of David (which is the city of Bethlehem) is this: they’ll see a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.
So, they toddle off to see the sign they were told to look for, but the sign is the reality! The baby they found wrapped in swaddling cloths, who was lying in a manger in the city of Bethlehem, wasn’t pointing to a greater reality outside himself, but the baby is Christ the Lord! The baby is none other than God himself in human form! The long-awaited Christ wasn’t just another specially chosen human like the prophets, priests and kings of the past, but this Christ is God himself! 
Now, while the Christian Church will continue to use signs and symbols to point to a greater reality or mystery, it also breaks the rules so that the signs and symbols it uses is the reality.
For instance, when you confess your sins and receive forgiveness, this isn’t just a sign or a symbol of your repentance and God’s forgiveness, but it is God at work, doing what he promises. We don’t hear the words as a sign we’re forgiven by God, but our sins are actually and in reality, forgiven! The sign is the reality.
When we see someone baptised with a few drops of water in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, this isn’t just a nice symbolic washing, but it is God at work, doing what he promises. 
In baptism our sins were forgiven, we were joined to Jesus who has crossed through the valley of the shadow of death to stand forever at God’ right hand in glory. We weren’t symbolically joined to him, but we were actually joined to him so that we will receive the same inheritance of life and glory that God’s own Son is entitled to. Since we’re joined to Jesus who lives eternally, so will we. The sign is the reality.
Similarly, when we receive the Lord’s Supper, this isn’t a sign or a symbol of God’s body and blood. After all, Jesus says, ‘This is my body…this is my blood’. The sign is the reality. We actually receive Jesus’ true body and blood in a special way through faith. Those who trust that his words are real and true receive what he promises: forgiveness, life, and salvation. Those who think it’s just a symbol still receive the real body and blood of Christ, but they don’t receive the benefits of this reality.
Our Lord Jesus Christ, who is none other than God himself, the same God who created the universe in all its complex wonder and delight, was indeed born in human flesh at Bethlehem. The shepherds saw the sign and verified this fact. This same God-in-human-flesh was obedient, suffered, died, was buried, and rose again for us. His miracles actually happened. He truly lived. He truly died. He truly rose again. He truly lives forever. He truly forgives our sins. He truly hears our prayers. 
His work of forgiveness and salvation was verified as fact by many witnesses, including these shepherds. The Church continues to practice what he gave to us –because they are the reality of Christ’s ongoing work in the world to save sinners and share his own blessings and favour with us forever. Amen.

