Prayer of the Church – Pentecost 25C (Proper 27)
Since in Christ we are one with all the saints of every age, let us come together to pray to God, who is God of the living, not of the dead.

Dear heavenly Father, thank you for coming to us in the living temple of our Lord Jesus Christ, and for making us your holy temples by the Holy Spirit.  Give us courage when we feel overwhelmed by opposition to you, and give us strength to keep on working at building up our knowledge of your word.

God of all the living:
 hear our prayer.
Thank you for the pastors, parents and teachers who handed the Christian faith on to us.  Protect us all from deception by false beliefs and false teachers, and have mercy on our children and defend them from the traps of this age.  Remember us dear Father, and forgive our timidity and weakness.  
God of all the living:
 hear our prayer.
Thank you for the gift of marriage.  Bring us to value the time we have together as husband and wife here on earth, and give us confidence in the wonderful union we will enjoy with Christ and all the saints in heaven.  Remember us dear Father, and give us courage and strength to work at god-pleasing marriages. 
God of all the living:
 hear our prayer.
Thank you for the liberty of the democratic system we enjoy here in Australia, and bless all elected members of parliament, at the state and federal levels.  Remember us dear Father, and give us courage and strength to honour and obey all rightful authority. 
God of all the living:
 hear our prayer.
Thank you also for the peace we enjoy here in Australia, and for those who've given their lives to preserve that peace.  Relieve those who suffer because of war, and heal those who are scarred because of service to our country.  Remember us dear Father, and give us courage to share our abundance with the dispossessed.

God of all the living:
 hear our prayer.
Heal the sick and comfort the dying with confidence in the resurrection to eternal life for those who trust in Jesus.  Watch over those undergoing surgery this week, and bless the medical staff caring for them. Give us courage and strength to support those we know and love in special need, and remember them dear Father as we now name them silently in our hearts... (brief silence).

God of all the living:
 hear our prayer.
Eternal God, Holy Father, join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest, our Lord Jesus Christ, until he comes as victorious Lord of all. For he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

