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Theme:  Remember Who You Are! 

 

Exodus 19:1-6 (NIV) 
1 On the first day of the third month after the Israelites left Egypt—on that very day—they 
came to the Desert of Sinai. 2 After they set out from Rephidim, they entered the Desert of 
Sinai, and Israel camped there in the desert in front of the mountain. 
3 Then Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain and said, “This is 
what you are to say to the descendants of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of 
Israel: 4 ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ 
wings and brought you to myself.  
5 Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my 
treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, 6 you will be for me a kingdom of 
priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.” 

 

 

 

It was now ‘the third month’ since God miraculously rescued the Israelites from Pharaoh’s 
army at the Red Sea. After trudging the hot and dusty roads, ‘they entered the Desert of 
Sinai, and Israel camped there in the desert in front of the mountain’ (v.1).   

Imagine the questions that may have come to mind, “Where are we? Why are we here? 
Where is God taking us? What comes next?”   

Perhaps you are feeling a bit like that now. After a long and difficult journey and you find 
yourself camped in a kind of desert place. The mountain in front of you looks quite imposing.   

What questions are on your mind right now? Perhaps you are also asking, “Where are we? 
Why are we here? Where is God taking us? What comes next?”  

God always has a message for his people in the midst of our deserts and in front of our 
mountains: Remember who you are; and remember whose you are! 

God reminded the Israelites that the place where they were camped was by no means a 
God-forsaken place. He was with them ‘on that very day’ (v.1), ‘in the desert’ where they 
camped, and on that imposing mountain. God ‘called to Moses from the ‘mountain’ and 
‘Moses went up’ to meet him there (v.3).  

The words God spoke were even more reassuring. He said to Moses, “This is what you are to 
say to the descendants of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel: ‘You 
yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and 
brought you to myself’” (v.3, 4).  If the people were ever to doubt God’s love and care for 
them – which they often did – they should recall God’s great and gracious rescue from 
slavery in the land of Egypt, the rescue they had seen with their own eyes. 



For Israel there was something more than a great and gracious rescue - a special covenant 
relationship.  God was not just saying, “Remember what I’ve done,” but, “Remember who 
you are; and remember whose you are!”  

God said to Moses, “This is what you are to say to the… people of Israel…: ‘Now if you obey 
me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. 
Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation’” 
(v. 5, 6). 

Imagine what it must have meant for the Israelites ‘on that very day’ – and into the future - to 
be reminded that they were God’s ‘treasured possession’?   

God spelled out the conditions of his covenant, ‘Now if you obey me fully and keep my 
covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession’ (v.5). 

We know that many times - on that journey and throughout Israel’s history - God’s ‘treasured 
possession’ forgot who they were. They did not obey him fully or keep his covenant.  They 
rebelled against him many times and he often drew them back to himself in forgiving love. In 
the land of Canaan, they forgot God and began to worship the gods of the nations around 
them. They rejected him as their God and broke his covenant, to the point where God said 
to them, “You are not my people” (Hosea 1:9). Yet God graciously preserved a faithful 
remnant of his ‘treasured possession’ to bring his promise of a Saviour to fulfilment. 

Through the gift of his Saviour, God both spoke and enacted a new covenant. God took on 
human flesh and walked the dusty and broken ‘roads’ and ‘desert places’ of human 
existence with us. By his perfect obedience, Jesus faithfully fulfilled the conditions of the first 
covenant for us. He camped, literally, ‘in the desert’ for forty days, and there proclaimed 
God’s victory over Satan. He went up ‘on the mountain’ of Calvary and onto a cross. He 
took upon himself the burden and guilt of every human rebellion and gave his life in 
payment for it all.  

What comfort does that bring to us in the place where we are camped, on this very day, in 
the desert places of our questions and emotions and in front of the imposing mountains that 
rise before us? 

God’s good news is that on our journey of faith in Christ, there is also no such thing as a God-
forsaken place. In the person of Christ, God is with us on our long and dusty roads, in the 
desert places where we find ourselves camped and even on the imposing mountains that 
confront us.  There may be a difficult road behind us, or a long journey ahead of us, but our 
God is here - and he speaks to us and acts among us. 

He comes to us in the waters of our own ‘baptismal exodus’ and calls us to remember that, 
through water and the word, he rescued us from sin, death and the power of the devil and 
claimed us as his own ‘treasured possession.’ 

He speaks to us from Calvary’s Mountain and says, “You are a chosen people, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him 
who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were not a people, but 
now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy.” (1 Peter 2:9).  

He comes to us at the Lord’s Table where he constantly reminds us, “This is my body… This is 
my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.”  

Through these wonderful means of grace, our God is constantly saying to us, “Remember 
who you are and whose you are. You are my loved and forgiven children!” You are – and will 
be - my treasured possession! 



When God says this to us, he also reminds us of our new covenant obligation. God calls us, as 
he did the Israelites, to respond to his mercy, to obey his voice, to keep his covenant and to 
live in faith and faithfulness before him.  He calls us to respond to his great and gracious 
rescue by living as his holy people. 

Of course, there are - and will be - many times when, like the Israelites, we forget that we are 
God’s treasured possession, or fail to act according to the new nature God gives us in 
baptism. There are many times when we are tempted to follow our own desires and worship 
the gods of the world around us; and times when we all too easily fall prey to that 
temptation. 

Even at those times, God seeks to draw us back to himself, saying, “Remember what I’ve 
done for you in Christ! Remember who you are and whose you are in Christ! Receive my gifts 
of repentance and faith in my forgiving love, so that you may have my freedom and a future 
as my treasured possession forever.” 

So, as we camp in our own desert places, as we see the imposing mountains that lie ahead 
of us, as we ask the “Why are we here, where are you taking us, and what next,” questions in 
our lives, let us not forget that God has graciously rescued us in our own baptismal exodus. 
Let us remember who we are and whose we are, in Christ. Let us live as his own treasured 
possession, in the gifts of his holiness and his righteousness as we journey toward our new 
Promised Land, in Christ. Amen! 

 


