NOTES ON THE READINGS

AMOS 7:7-17: A builder's plumbline establishes whether a building is 'in line', either at the construction stage or later when it may need demolition. In Amos's vision God's plumbline showed Israel to be so 'out of true' in its religious observances and national justice that God would have to destroy it. He would use the sword of a foreign nation to take both the king and people into exile. Because Bethel was King Jeroboam's royal chapel, so to speak, the priest Amaziah denounced Amos's pronunciation from there as treason. In answer to Amaziah's sarcastic, belittling taunts directed at him, Amos the cowherd simply cited his credentials as a true prophet of the Lord. His repeated but now detailed prophecy of what would befall (verse 17) is truly terrible.

DEUTERONOMY 30:9-14: Moses, in his prophetic role, is here prophesying to the Israelites the consequences of rejecting God's law. Punishment will surely follow, even to the extreme of suffering in exile, wrenched from the land God would give them. However, true repentance would trigger their return under the delighted care and gracious power of the Lord. Therefore future obedience to his word would be essential. That word would not remain remote and inaccessible in heaven, or far away beyond the sea, but would be, as it always is, given in simple and clear terms which they could understand. 

COLOSSIANS 1:1-14: Paul begins his letter with a prayer of enthusiastic thanksgiving. The Colossian Christians' robust and certain hope of heaven, generated by their hearing of the gospel message, was intimately connected with a firm faith in Jesus Christ and a vibrant love for each other. Thus the grace of God had brought about rich growth by the Spirit. He prays further for expanded growth in their knowledge for the new life of God-pleasing activity, which is founded on this spiritual wisdom and understanding. The power to endure, then, is joyfully experienced, and thanksgiving ensues from their radical rescue from the darkness of evil into the light shared by the saints. Redemption and forgiveness have accomplished this.

LUKE 10:25-37: Knowing the insincerity of the religious lawyer's question, Jesus threw the responsibility to answer back on him. What was the answer in the law? This lawyer, disregarding the 613 commandments Jewish scholars identified in the Law of Moses, went to the very centre of the law with his summary. It is true that anyone loving God with one’s whole being will love one's fellow human being just as perfectly. In this way one could attain eternal life. The lawyer, not recognising his own inability because of his sin, able only to think in legalisms, was told, 'Do this and you will live'. Feeling defeated, the lawyer threw up the question, 'Who is my neighbour?' The famous story of the Samaritan who showed what love really is and does exposes all those who think they are self-sufficient in their relation to God, and yet 'pass by on the other side'. Love is the fulfilling of the law, but it can only grow from God's love to us in Jesus Christ.
