Prayer of the Church- Advent 1, Year A
Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. (Philippians 4:6)
Let us pray.

Heavenly Father, we thank you for all your gifts to us, especially the gift of your dear Son. Give us ears to hear Jesus’ call to us, and willing hearts to follow. Give your people grace to remain watchful, and keep your church in the truth of your word until Jesus comes as Lord and king.

Lord, in your mercy: 
hear our prayer.
We thank you for sending your Son as the Prince of Peace, to bring us pardon and peace with you. Bring your peace to the world, to our land, and to our lives. Help our elected leaders and all in positions of responsibility to build up the common good, and strengthen us to be your peace-makers.
Lord, in your mercy: 
hear our prayer.
We thank you for the rich diversity of the world’s cultures. Show your righteous ways to every people, and teach the nations to turn their swords into plowshares. 

Lord, in your mercy:
 hear our prayer.
You have dispelled the night of sin: help us to put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armour of light. 

Lord, in your mercy: 
hear our prayer.
(other prayers may follow)

Cleanse our consciences, Lord God, and enlighten our hearts, through the daily presence of your Son, Jesus Christ. Make us ready when he comes again in glory to be our judge. For he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 


Amen.
