Pentecost 17B (Proper 20)

Church@Home
As you prepare

Set up a small cross and candle in your home worship space
We begin

Light your candle

Praise God! For the Lord our God is King.

Let us rejoice and be glad; let us praise his greatness.

Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty,

who was, and is, and is to come.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,

to receive honour and glory and praise.

He loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood,

and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father.

To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb,

be praise and honour and glory and power, forever and ever. Amen.

We sing LHS 399 In Thee O lord I put my trust OR Phil Wickham - This is Amazing Grace
Sharing 
Share your highs and lows for the week.
A boxer named Muhammed Ali was famous for saying “I am the greatest!” Some people debate which basketball player is the “Greatest of All Time (the GOAT!).
· What makes someone “the greatest”?
· What kind of things does the world value or admire?
We pray
Jesus is often referred to in the Bible as the Lamb of God.

Let us pray that we become more like Jesus. 
Loving and self-giving God,
teach us to follow the example of your Son, Jesus,
who was like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter.
Lead us to be submissive to you,
and kind and considerate to others.
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Bible Readings
Open your Bible and read:
James 3:13 – 4:3,7,8a 
After the reading:

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God
Household Discussion

In this reading, James talks about the “wisdom which comes from heaven”. 

· What is this kind of wisdom like?

· How does it show in the way we treat others?

· How is this wisdom different from how the world tells us to behave?
· What causes fights and quarrels among people? 

Open your Bible and read 
Gospel: Mark 9:30-37 
(after the gospel)

This is the gospel of the Lord





          
Praise be to you, O Christ 
Household Discussion

In this reading, the disciples were arguing among each other.

· What were they arguing about?

· Why do you think they didn’t answer Jesus when he asked them why they were quarrelling? 

· How did Jesus respond to them? What makes someone “the greatest” (the first)?

Jesus humbled himself by dying on the cross to save each of us from our sin. He defeated death and the devil by submitting to God’s plan for him. He did this so we could be accepted back into God’s arms as his dearly loved children.

Let’s pray:

Thank you, God, for giving us so much,
especially your Son, Jesus Christ.
As you have loved and accepted us,
teach us to love and accept others.
Make us peace-loving
and ready to serve.
Amen.
We sing LHS 157 Jesus, Lord and precious Saviour OR I Will Trust My Saviour Jesus - CityAlight 
Sermon

We sing LHS 359 Thee will I love my strength verses 1,4,5,6 OR Because we bear your name (AT 292)
We confess our faith
Let’s confess our faith using Luther’s Explanation to the Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed: 
I believe that Jesus Christ - 

true God, Son of the Father from eternity,

and also true human being, 

born of the virgin Mary - is my Lord.  

At great cost, he has saved and redeemed me, 

a lost and condemned person.  

He has freed me from sin, death, 

and the power of the devil, 

not with silver or gold, 

but with his holy and precious blood 

and his innocent suffering and death.  

All this he has done that I may be his own, 

live under him in his kingdom, 

and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence and blessedness, 

just as he is risen from the dead 

and lives and rules eternally.  

This is most certainly true.

Prayer of the Church
Before you begin, take a moment to share any concerns you have and specific people or situations you would like to pray for. Near the end of the prayer, you will see a point when you can insert your own prayers. You might like to take turns praying.

The Lord has called us to live not for ourselves but for God and for others. Let’s pray to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit in the confidence that if we draw near to God he will draw near to us and hear us.

Heavenly Father: thank you for loving us sufficiently to catch us doing wrong, and to question us about our beliefs and behaviours.  Open our hearts to receive your scrutiny gladly, knowing that you love to forgive us and restore us, for Jesus' sake.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Continue to question your people about the things that matter - about our goals and visions, about our thoughts and actions, about our motives and beliefs.  Expose our error, forgive us our sin, teach us the truth, and lead us along the way of Christ.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Give your people grace and truth as we listen to each other, as we challenge one another, and as we support each other, especially in our own household and in the wider church.  Direct us to understand and use your law and gospel properly, for unity and peace among us, and for the salvation of many.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Protect the world from bitter envy and selfish ambition.  Let the rule of law prevail over all disorder, terrorism, and evil.  Reform all institutions which have distorted your good law, and bring our society to thank you for the proper direction of conscience, social manners and public law.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Relieve those affected by violent weather and other natural disasters.  Bring all people to use the good things of your creation properly, giving thanks to you, and working for the benefit of the poorest and weakest among us.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Hear our prayers for each other and for those who are struggling: [insert your own prayers here]
Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, draw us all to take refuge in Christ - when our conscience troubles us and when it doesn't.  Help us not to seek greatness in ourselves but spur us on to serve others, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray.

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
Blessing

The blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with us always.

Amen.

We sing LHS 177 O my saviour lifted OR High And Lifted Up - Hillsong Worship
