Jesse Tree

Another visual activity for children to be involved in is the making of a Jesse tree. The Jesse tree is an American Catholic idea which has been found to be a good educational and decorative tool. A large tree is placed in the sanctuary on the First Sunday of Advent, and Sunday by Sunday new decorations are added which symbolise the ancestors of Jesus and the events leading up to his birth. The final symbol is the chi rho, which is mounted on the top of the tree on Christmas Eve. It is possible for this tree then to be redecorated as the Christmas tree (keeping the chi rho in the place usually kept for the star). 

A selection of decorations can be taken from the following (used in this order):

Creation (stars, animals, earth); Fall (apple, serpent); Noah (ark, rainbow); Abraham (Mamre oak, stars); Isaac (ram, knife, altar); Jacob (ladder); Joseph (coloured coat); Moses (burning bush); Joshua (trumpet); Ruth (wheat); David (harp, star); Solomon (temple); Isaiah (scroll, coal); Gabriel (angel); Zechariah (incense); John the Baptist (water, baptismal shell, camel-hair coat); Simeon (light; sword and heart); Joseph (hammer); Mary (M symbol, lily) ; and finally, Jesus (chi rho).

