Prayer of the Church – Pentecost 23B

Jesus told the scribe that we are to love the Lord our God with all our being and love our neighbour as we love ourselves. So let us pray to our heavenly Father for our neighbours in need.

Lord God, heavenly Father: you have commanded us to have no other gods. Keep us faithful to you alone, dethrone the idols in our life, and give us the grace to fear/honour, love and trust you above all things. 
Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer
We praise you for sustaining your church in all times and places through your holy word and sacraments. Bless all that is good and pleasing to you within it, and reform all that is wrong and harmful. Give your blessing to all the pastors and laity of the church, especially those who hold positions of leadership.
Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer

The authorities that exist have been established by you to punish the wicked and reward those who do right. Guide all our elected governments to maintain peace, honesty and justice in our land. We pray for our armed forces serving at home and abroad; for our police force, our prison system and our legal system. Let justice, law and liberty replace anarchy and violence.  

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer

Bless our youth, so that they may grow strong in you and assume greater responsibility in the life of the church. Help them use their zest for life in safe and constructive ways. Protect them from violence, extreme cults and false religions, and the dangers of addiction.
Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer

As the academic year draws to a close, we pray for all students, especially those who are completing assignments and studying for exams. Give them discipline and perseverance, and may their studies lead them to a life a service rather than selfish gain. 

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer

We pray for those in our congregation who suffer illness and pain. Set before their eyes the image of your compassion in Christ, and enable them to accept your fatherly will with patience. We pray especially for (insert names).
Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer

Our Saviour God, when we were lost to sin you reached out to us through your Son, and now he brings us into your holy presence as your children. Hear our prayer in his precious name, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

