Season of Prayer Week 2 Service Order
We gather
I lift up my eyes to the mountains –
    where does my help come from?
My help comes from the Lord,
    the Maker of heaven and earth. (Psalm 121:1-2)

We begin in God’s name

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

We sing LH 425 Lord, teach us to pray aright OR Where Can I Look? - Emu Youth (CCLI)
We lay down our sins and burdens before God

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other.

We confess to you, almighty God,

before the whole company of heaven,

and to each other,

that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed,

by our own fault.

Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake,

forgive us all our sins,

and bring us to eternal life. Amen.
-Silent confession-
May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins.

Amen.

Restore us again, O God our Saviour.

Do not be angry with us any longer.

We pray Psalm 121
I lift up my eyes to the mountains –
    where does my help come from?
My help comes from the Lord,
    the Maker of heaven and earth.
He will not let your foot slip –
    he who watches over you will not slumber;
indeed, he who watches over Israel
    will neither slumber nor sleep.
My help comes from the Lord,
    the Maker of heaven and earth.
The Lord watches over you –
    the Lord is your shade at your right hand;
the sun will not harm you by day,
    nor the moon by night.
My help comes from the Lord,
    the Maker of heaven and earth.
The Lord will keep you from all harm –
    he will watch over your life;
the Lord will watch over your coming and going
    both now and for evermore.

My help comes from the Lord,
    the Maker of heaven and earth.
We sing LH 371 O Jesus, I have promised OR Hear Me, Lord - Emu Music
We pray the prayer of the day
The Lord be with you

And also with you

Let us pray for persistence in prayer. (silence)

Heavenly Father, you are always more willing to answer our prayers than we are to pray. Teach us to always pray and never give up, depending on you in all things and trusting that your answers to our prayers are good. We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
God speaks to us

Old Testament Reading: Daniel 6:1-12a 
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Epistle Reading: Acts 4:23-31
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Gospel: Luke 18:1-8
This is the Gospel of the Lord

Praise be to you O Christ
Thank you, Lord Jesus, for encouraging us to pray. 
Help us to persist in prayer, 
knowing that God wants what is good for us. 
Amen.
We confess our faith- The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day he rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven,

and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty,

from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic* church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen
*or: Christian; 'catholic' here means 'universal'

We dwell in the word
[Sermon]
We sing an offering song LH 426 What a friend we have in Jesus OR What A Friend - Emu Music
We thank God for his gifts
Thank you, Lord, for all your gifts,
and for giving us the privilege of serving you.
Help us to be alert and ready for your coming,
serving you faithfully and doing your will.
Amen.
We pray for the church, for ourselves and the world
As we gather in your presence, we are reminded of the parable of the widow who never gave up on seeking justice. Let us never grow weary in praying for ourselves and others, for our needs and the needs of the world. Teach us to trust in your timing, for you are faithful and just.

Teach us, O God, to always pray and never give up. May our prayers be a reflection of our dependence on you, acknowledging that apart from you, we can do nothing. Help us to bring before you all kinds of prayers and requests, entrusting our lives, our needs, and the needs of others into your loving hands.

Lord, in your mercy; hear our prayer.

Lord, instil in our hearts a deep trust in your unfailing love and a joy that springs from knowing you intimately. May we approach your throne boldly, lifting up all kinds of prayers and requests, knowing that you hear and answer according to your perfect will. May our hearts be steadfast in prayer, never ceasing to communicate with you.

Lord, in your mercy; hear our prayer.
Ruler of all, your servant Daniel prayed persistently in the face of all kinds of challenges and persecution and you rescued him. Give us the courage to put our trust in you. Help us to bring the injustices and conflict of our fallen world to you with confidence, knowing that you hear our prayers and act with justice and mercy. Open the eyes of those in government to the needs of the people and lead them to act justly.
Lord, in your mercy; hear our prayer.
Father in heaven, stretch out your hand and comfort the sick and the dying. We bring before you all who are suffering, especially [insert the names of those in your community who are ill or in hospital]. 
Lord, in your mercy; hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, hear our prayers for faith and for justice, in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
We pray the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

Your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

God blesses us

Go in peace. Keep praying and don't become discouraged.

Thanks be to God.  
And the Lord bless us and keep us.
The Lord make his face shine on us and be gracious to us.
The Lord look upon us with favour and give us peace.
Amen.
We sing the closing song LH 437 Now thank we all our God OR Rejoice - Emu Music (CCLI by Dustin Kensrue, Stuart Townend)
