
The LCA provides this sermon edited for lay-reading, with thanks to the original author.
Sermon for Proper 25, Year B  

The Text: Jeremiah 31:9

When is the right time to buy property? Should you buy when the share market is volatile or the political climate is uncertain or there are rumours of war? Jeremiah is told by the Lord to buy some property at the worst possible time. The Chaldeans were already laying siege to the city of Jerusalem, there was a drought, and with it a terrible famine. To top it all off, there was also a plague spreading through the land. Yet God told Jeremiah to go and buy land!

Why? The message in our text today is that in the short term there will be a time of destruction. Death, suffering and tears will fill their lives and the people will wonder if God cares about them. But after a while, a long time of blessings will follow. 

It is like going on a journey through the Australian deserts, travelling on foot along an old water course, and moving on from waterhole to waterhole. Sometimes the waterholes are a long way apart and one can be desperate to find anything to drink.

Christians begin their journey by washing in the waters of Baptism. One might want to stay there in this sacred moment, filled with the Spirit. But we have to move on. There are the routines of life, the chores at home, the hassles in the workplace – or the even bigger hassle of looking for work.

The Christian is called from the pools of refreshing and healing waters of Baptism to head out further into the dry, parched desert of life. Jesus was led by the Spirit of God from his baptism out into the desert to go through the ordeal of temptation from Satan. Jesus goes straight from his baptism into hassles and conflict. 

The Christian can also expect to go through times of fearful silence: the days and nights when one doesn’t hear a word of forgiveness, or of hope, or of love or of encouragement. Our prayers seem to go unanswered. 

The faithful people of the Old Testament experienced stretches of time when there was no prophet, and no Word came from God.  We might experience a time of feeling abandoned, as though God doesn’t care anymore what happens to one in this life. But our text here is saying, ‘Keep going ahead, on to the next waterhole. There is a time full of blessing ahead.’ Keep on going, the way the Syro-Phoenician woman did when she begged Jesus for crumbs from the masters table – and Jesus didn’t say a word! She kept on begging, and Jesus commended her for her faith. She persisted although it seemed like the door to mercy was closed.

There are times when one might be struck down by a sickness. One is confined to bed and one can’t even walk to the shower, or even get a glass of water, let alone do a minute’s work. All of the vital plans for the next weeks and months disappear. One might wonder, “What will the doctors find next?”

Then God’s reassuring Word says, “I will guide them to streams of water, on a smooth road where they will not stumble.” On the other side of stumbling and being held back by sickness, there will be an easy stretch of journey – like speeding along a smooth highway with plenty of places to stop for fuel, food and drink.

There will be a time, like there was for Jesus, of carrying a cross and seemingly a terrible end ahead: death.  But on the other side of death is a new and eternal stretch of life, with no suffering, no weeping, no pain or sickness anymore. 

There are people who travel along stretches where they wonder who they are, and to whom they belong.  They feel lonely, neglected, homeless and unloved. Their family may have broken apart. And then they find God is their loving Father. They belong to a huge family of God’s people. They discover that are loved by the Father as though they were the only one to love. On the other side of living like an orphan, one will be overwhelmed by the love of God, as well as the love of millions of brothers and sisters in God’s family. Jesus came to introduce us to his Father, and our Father.

Out of loving concern, God called the people of Israel out of Egypt to become his family. He chose them by an act of grace and carefully led them out through the desert, the dangerous place of evil spirits and death. He led them from waterhole to waterhole, as it were, going through one desert after another.

By grace, and grace alone, the same God has called us to be his people. He has ransomed us from sin, death and Satan by the precious blood of his own Son. He has gathered us to him to be made his holy children in baptism. He speaks to us through his word that we might have a light for our path. He leads us through stretches of the desert, through hassles and tragedies, from one refreshing waterhole of forgiveness to another, fed on the life-giving manna at the Lord’s Table. So, together, we travel with God on to what will be our home ahead—not any property on this earth, for our citizenship is in heaven. We’ve never been there before, but God knows it well and has prepared it for us. Amen.


