Notes on the Readings, Proper 28C

ISAIAH 65:17-25: The prophet points to a time when all evils which beset and afflict the believer, diminishing the joy of life, will be no more. In this promised new creation there will not even be a memory of tragedies which still reward human effort with a sense of futility. Christians see the resurrection of Christ from the dead as the proof of the victory over all evil and the guarantee of God's people's resurrection to life eternal together with their messianic King.

MALACHI 4:1,2a: After the return from exile, the morale of people sank. Instead of the promised prosperity, there was hardship from marauding enemies, famine and bad crops. People tended to doubt God's love and moral fairness. Malachi, a true prophet speaking as from God, called for their repentance. Their religious worship and morality once more invited the judgment of God. However, Malachi did not find his future hope in their repentance. Final salvation for the godly would come by the Lord's own intervention. On the great and terrible day of the Lord evildoers would be destroyed (v 1). In verse 2 he predicts the perfecting of the godly to live in health and healing, justified in the warmth of God's love.

2 THESSALONIANS 3:6-13: False views about the second coming of Christ had led a minority among the Thessalonian Christians to idleness. Yet these people were willing to live from the resources of others. Paul saw the matter as threatening to the reputation of the church and the integrity of the gospel. He accordingly used his apostolic authority to command in the name of the Lord Jesus that such people be isolated. Summary dismissal was not meant; rather that room be given for appropriate reflection and repentance. Paul himself had refrained from exercising his right to make his living by the gospel, lest it be thought that the gospel was merely a pretext for making money. He therefore commanded and urged everyone to make their own living and to do what was right.

LUKE 21:5-19: On leaving the temple, the disciples could not but help spontaneously to marvel at its beauty and grandeur. Jesus, not sharing their enthusiasm, solemnly told them that it would be utterly destroyed. To the Jews the temple was a powerful symbol of the lasting presence of God among them. Their question as to when this would be naturally included (according to St Matthew's gospel) the time of their Master's second coming. Jesus' answer took the two events in view and did not entirely separate the predicted preceding happenings chronologically. He referred to world disturbances, natural disasters and cosmic portents. There would be severe hatred and persecution both from civil authorities and from family circles ordained by God normally to provide peace and security. This would lead even to death. However, Jesus' believing disciples should always be assured of his personal presence and counsel to give effective witness to the truth. No eternal harm would come if they would endure faithfully to the end.

