Prayer of the Church – Proper 23C
Like Naaman, let us come before God seeking help, and like the ten lepers, let us cry to the Lord for mercy as we pray for ourselves, our church and all people according to their needs.

Heavenly Father, you have power over life and death, and through our Lord Jesus Christ you offer forgiveness and eternal life.  Thank you for bringing us to baptism and so freeing us from eternal condemnation.  Bring all your people to come to you in gratitude every day, and open our lips to give you thanks and praise.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.


Father, you do not hide your goodness but let it be known in your holy word.  Thank you for making your truth and love known to us.  Strengthen the preaching and teaching of your word, uphold the ministers of your word, and bring all people to listen to you with eager ears, believing hearts and grateful responses.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.


Father, your mercies are new every day.  Thank you for the blessings of body and mind, of home and family, and of communal life in this Commonwealth of Australia.  Guide our parliamentarians and government to serve you well, and grow the gratitude of our nation for their work.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.


Father, you embrace people of all races and nations.  Thank you for your inclusive love.  Remove unjust prejudice and favouritism on earth, and replace fear with the peace of Christ and salvation from him.  Help us include those whom others cast out, in gratitude for your grace to us.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.


Father, you provide for the poor and heal the sick.  Thank you for family members and health care professionals who look after them.  Give success to their efforts, sustain their own health and well-being, and help and heal those they serve.  And meet the needs of those we know personally to be in want, and whom we now name silently in our hearts...(brief silence).
Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.


Lord God, as we have died with Christ and live with him, hear our cry for mercy in his name, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.

