The LCA provides this sermon edited for lay-reading, with thanks to the original author.
Sermon for Christmas 1C

The Text: Colossians 3:12-17 
Have you ever asked, or been asked: “What am I going to wear?”
It’s not usually a question you ask (or get asked) when you’re hanging around the house or farm. In that case you’ll probably put on something daggy, but comfortable; something practical and most likely unfashionable. It’s usually a question you ask (or get asked) when you’re going to be around others for special occasions, perhaps hoping to be noticed or appreciated.

But the question, “What am I going to wear?” also indicates you have a choice. 
You have your daggy but comfortable clothes. You have your neat and casual clothes you might wear down the street. You have your work clothes. You have your church clothes and your dinner dresses and jackets. You have your very special clothes which you might wear to a wedding or grand occasion. You have your bed-time wear.
You have a choice on what you may wear depending on who’s around and what you’re doing. 

The problem is, you may also be tempted to wear different attributes or qualities depending on who’s around and what you’re doing.
For example, at church you may wear compassion, kindness, humility and patience, but at work or at home you may wear something different, like impatience, pride, nastiness, and indifference. 
In other words, while you may wear your Sunday best when you’re here in worship where you may wish to show how good you can be, but what attributes or qualities do you display on Monday morning, or when the shopping lines are getting long, or when your children are testing your patience, or when someone cuts you off in traffic, or when your spouse upsets you, or when someone lets you down, or when you’re depressed or angry?
In our text today, St Paul describes the ‘clothing’ all Christians are to wear every day and in everything we do. For Christians there’s no question about what to wear as if we have a choice depending on the occasion. It’s the same clothing for every person for every day and every occasion. Christians are to continually put on the set of daily qualities which we’ve received from Christ himself.
What we didn’t hear this morning is what precedes these verses. In those previous verses he tells us what to put off, or even more dramatically, what we’re to ‘put to death’, such as: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. Along with these we’re also to put away anger, wrath, malice, slander, lies, and obscene talk from our mouths. 
So, while we’d like to think we’re always wearing the ‘clothes’ of compassion, kindness and humility, we may all-too-often discover the anger, lies, and obscene talk we thought we had put to death have risen again from their graves to adorn us once more with selfish and impure actions. Similarly, when people catch us unaware with their selfish behaviour, obscene and untruthful words come out our mouths.
What’s worse is, the ‘clothes’ we wear (which are to be constantly put to death), often show what’s really important to us. 
Now, while there may be many things which are important to us, biblically they’re often boiled down to two things: those things you’re afraid of or are anxious about, and those things you desire or want. 
Therefore, if whatever we fear or desire is threatened, we don’t normally trust God will satisfy us with what we need. Instead, we seek to become like God, and we’ll trust the old sinful (and well-practiced) ways of anger, lies, and bad talk will get us what we want. 
When St Paul says to wear these holy clothes of compassion, mercy, and kindness, it may sound like he’s making demands on us (as if we can put on pure and clean clothes by ourselves), but he’s in fact reminding us who we are and whose we are so we won't fear and love other things, but trust God’s love and protection and provision instead of our old practiced sinful ways.
He reminds us that we’re one of the chosen people of God. We’re dearly loved by our Heavenly Father – so much so, he was prepared to punish his own Son in our place so that we’re made holy by Jesus’ blood.
Because we’re a holy and loved child of God (who has been made holy and pure by faith in the innocent sufferings and death of our Lord Jesus Christ) we are to put Christ on. 
We put on Christ because Jesus is the only One who has a pure heart of compassion. Only Jesus is always kind. Only Jesus is purely humble. Only Jesus is constantly gentle and patient. Only Jesus puts up with stubborn people and forgives us for all the sin we do and say and think.
This means we’re not to be compassionate, gentle, patient, humble, or forgiving by our own strength or power, but through the power of the Holy Spirit, who is Christ’s enduring presence with us.
Now, you may be wondering how to do this. How can you put to death the old sinful qualities? How can you put these attributes and qualities on if they come from Christ? 
Well, St Paul gives a couple of hints.
He tells us to let Christ rule in our hearts and to dwell on the word of Christ.
In a sense, he’s telling us that we become what we worship. 
If we keep thinking about, dwelling on, and focusing our attention on ourselves and satisfying our own fears or desires, we’ll naturally become selfish and self-seeking, and will be prepared to sacrifice anyone and everything around us in order to get what we want. That’s when people will most likely see us wear those evil words and actions. 
On the other hand, if we keep thinking about, dwelling on, and focusing our attention on the Word of God and trusting he satisfies our deepest longings of love, acceptance, and security, we’ll learn to be more like him in word and deed and so will naturally bear the same spiritual fruit of compassion, mercy, kindness, humility, and patience that Christ himself bears.
As the Word of Christ rules in our hearts, we may instead be surprised by the compassion we feel, the patience we experience, the grace by which we respond to difficult people, and the willingness to forgive even the most hurtful of actions. 
We may be surprised that people will respect us, not because we’re good people in ourselves, but because they see Christ at work in us. 
Whether they realise it or not, they may come to see our patient ears as the ears of Christ, our caring actions full of the compassion of Christ, our long-suffering for others as the patience and gentleness of Christ, and our gracious words as the loving words of forgiveness from Christ himself.
In other words, if we become what we worship, then when we truly worship our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, and trust his words and work, then we’ll naturally become more like him and bear some of his attributes and qualities.
It’s in this way, as we constantly look to our Lord Jesus Christ and receive his gifts of grace upon grace, that the peace of Christ will rule in our hearts, rather than what we fear or desire. As we keep on receiving forgiveness, mercy and compassion from him, our hearts are filled with thanks and praise.
The best way to look constantly to our Lord Jesus Christ is by dwelling less on what we want or fear, and instead letting the Word of Christ dwell in us richly. This is done through constantly reading the Word of God, meditating on what it means for us, responding by praying the Word of God, and singing the Word of God through hymns and songs. 
Because there's a natural resistance to the Word of God, he places us into a community called the Church to encourage and support you in this endeavour. This is why gathering regularly with God's holy people isn’t an option for the Christian. It’s vital! On our own, we’ll only worship what’s already controlling our hearts, and our own desires and fears will produce the works of the flesh with all its nastiness and cruelty.
But by regularly and repeatedly letting the Word of Christ dwell in us richly, we soon find that everything we do (whether in word or deed), and no matter what day it is in the week (and whatever clothes we’re wearing at the time), we’ll be wearing the compassion and humility and patience of Christ and will give constant thanks to God the Father through him.
This is because, the more central the Word of Christ is in our lives, the more we take on the clothing and nature of Christ.
For this reason, I wonder what clothing we’ll display to each other as we gather for our chats with others after worship?
How might we as a community become more intentional in our dwelling on the Word of God and use it to encourage, instruct, and teach each other in all wisdom?
Who knows? Maybe, as we all learn how to encourage fellow believers with a Word of God, we may also learn how to have courage to do the same with those who don’t yet believe during the week as well. 
After all, with God’s help, as the Word of God dwells in us richly, this congregation of God’s holy people may be a place where people see the peace of Christ ruling on all our hearts. Not just here in this place, but also in our daily lives at home, at work, and on the sporting field.
Therefore, as you all put on Christ, may the peace of God, which surpasses all human understanding, guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.

